
New rules to deny green cards to many legal immigrants 


By COLLEEN LONG and j ILL 
COLVIN 

Associated ness 
WASHINGTON (AP) — The 

Trump administration an¬ 
nounced Monday it is mov¬ 
ing forward with one of its 
most aggressive steps yet 
to restrict legal immigra¬ 
tion: Denying green cards 
to many migrants who use 
Medicaid, food stamps, 
housing vouchers or other 
formsof public assistance. 
Federal law already re¬ 
quires those seeking to 
become permanent resi¬ 
dents or gain legal status 
to prove they will not be 
a burden to the U.S. — a 
"public charge," in gov¬ 
ernment speak —but the 
new rules detail a broader 
range of programs that 
could disqualify them. 
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Acting Director of United Slates Citizenship and Immigration Sen/ices Ken Cuccinelli, speaks during a briefing atthe VUhite House, 
Monday, Aug. 12, 2019, in Washington. 
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In this Aug. 11, 2019 photo, c hildren of mainly latino immigrant parents hold signs in support of 
them and those individuals picked up during an immigration raid ata food processing plant in 
Canton, Miss., following a Spanish Mass at Sac red Heart Catholic Church in Canton, Miss. 

Associated Press 


Continued from Front 

It's pa rt of a dramatic over¬ 
haul of the nation's immi¬ 
gration system that the ad¬ 
ministration has been work¬ 
ing to put in place, despite 
legal pushback. While most 
attention has focused on 
President Donald Trump's 
efforts to crack down on 
illegal immigration, includ¬ 
ing recent raids in Missis¬ 
sippi and the continued 
separation of migrant par¬ 
ents from their children, the 
new rules target people 
who entered the United 
States legally and are seek¬ 
ing permanent status. 
Trump is trying to move the 
U.S. toward a system that 
focuses on immigrants' skills 
instead of emphasizing the 
reunification of families 
Under the new rules, U.S. 
Citizenship and Immigra¬ 
tion Serviceswill now weigh 
whether applicants have 
received public assistance 
along with other factors 
such aseducation, income 
and health to determine 
whether to grant legal sta¬ 
tus. The rules will take ef¬ 
fect in mid-October. They 
don't apply to U.S. citizens, 
though immigrants related 
to the citizens may be sub¬ 
ject to them. 

Ken Cue cine Hi, acting di¬ 
rector of Citizenship and 


Immigration Services, said 
the rule change will ensure 
those who come to the 
country don't become a 
burden, though they pay 
taxes. 

'We want to see people 
coming to thiscountry who 
are self-sufficient," Cuc- 
cinelli said. 'That's a core 
principle of the American 
dream. It's deeply embed¬ 
ded in our history, and par¬ 
ticularly our history related 
to legal immigration." 
Migrants make up a small 
percentage of those who 
get public benefits. In fact, 
many are ineligible forsuch 
benefits because of their 
immigration status. 
Immigrant rights groups 
strongly criticized the 
changes, warning the rules 
would scare immigrants 
away from asking forneed- 
ed help. And they voiced 
concern the rules give offi¬ 
cials too much authority to 
decide whether someone 
is likely to need public assis¬ 
tance in the future. 

The Los Angeles-based 
National Immigration Law 
Center said it would file a 
lawsuit, ca Ming the new rules 
an attempt to redefine the 
legal immigration system 
"in order to disenfranchise 
communities of color and 
favorthe wealthy." 


And David Skorton, presi¬ 
dent and CEO of the Asso¬ 
ciation of American Medi¬ 
cal Colleges said, 'The con- 
sequencesofthisaction will 
be to potentially exacer¬ 
bate illnesses and increase 
the costs of care when their 
condition becomes too se¬ 
vere to ignore," 

'Thischange will worsen ex¬ 
isting health inequities and 
disparities, cause further 
harm to many underserved 
and vulnerable popula¬ 
tions and increase costs 
to the health care system 
overall, which will affect all 
patients,"he said in a state¬ 
ment. 

Cuccinelli defended the 
move, insisting the admin¬ 
istration was not rejecting 
long-held American values 
Pressed on the Emma Laza¬ 
rus poem emblazoned be¬ 
low the Statue of Uberty 
that reads: 'Give me your 
tired, your poor, your hud¬ 
dled masses yearning to 
breathe free," he told re¬ 
porters at the White House: 
"I'm certainly not prepared 
to take anything down off 
the Statue of Uberty." 

A new Pew Research Cen- 
tersurvey released Monday 
found the American public 
is broadly critical of the ad¬ 
ministration's handling of 
the wave of migrants at the 
southern border, with near¬ 
ly two-thirds of Americans 
— 65%— saying the federal 
government isdoing a very 
bad orsomewhat bad job. 
The survey found broad 
support for developing a 
pathway to legal status 
for immigrants living in the 
country illegally. 

On average, 544,000 peo¬ 
ple apply for green cards 
every year, with about 
382,000 fa Ming into catego¬ 


ries that would be subject 
to the new review, accord¬ 
ing to the government. 
Guidelines in use since 1999 
referto a "public charge"as 
someone primarily depen¬ 
dent on cash assistance, 
income maintenance or 
government support. 

Under the new rules, the 
Department of Homeland 
Security has redefined a 
public charge as someone 
who is "more likely than not" 
to receive public benefits 
for more than 12 months 
within a 36-month period. 
If someone uses two ben¬ 
efits, that iscounted astwo 
months. And the definition 
has been broadened to 
include Medicaid, housing 
assistance and food assis¬ 
tance under the Supple¬ 
mental Nutrition Assistance 
Program, orSNAP. 

Following publication of 
the proposed rules last fall, 
the Homeland Security De¬ 
partment received 266,000 
public comments, more 
than triple the average 
number. It made a series 
of amendments to the final 
rules as a result. 

For example, women who 
are pregnantand on Med¬ 
icaid or who need public 
assistance will not be sub¬ 
ject to the new rules during 
pregnancy or for 60 days 
aftergiving birth. The Medi¬ 
care Part D low-income 
subsidy also won't be con¬ 
sidered a public benefit. 
And benefits received by 
children until the age of 21 
won't be considered. Nor 
will emergency medical as¬ 
sistance, school lunch pro¬ 
grams, fostercare oradop- 
tion, student loans and 
mortgages, food pantries, 
homeless shelters or disas¬ 
ter relief. 


Active U.S. military mem¬ 
bers are also exempt, as 
are refugees and asylum 
seekers. And the rules will 
not be applied retroactive¬ 
ly, offic ia Is sa id. 

Green card hopefuls will 
be required to submit three 
years of federal tax returns 
in addition to a history of 
employment. If immigrants 
have private health insur¬ 
ance, that will weigh heav¬ 
ily in their favor. 

According to an Associ¬ 
ated Press analysis of cen¬ 
sus data, low-income immi¬ 
grants who are not citizens 
use Medicaid, food aid, 
cash assistance and Sup¬ 
plemental Security Income, 
or SSI, at a lower rate than 
comparable low-income 
native-born adults 
Non-citizen immigrants rep¬ 
resent 6.5% of those par¬ 
ticipating in Medicaid and 
8.8% of those receiving 
food assistance. 

The new public assistance 
threshold, taken together 
with higher requirements 
for education, work skills 
and health, will make it 
more difficult for immigrants 
to qualify for green cards, 
advocates say. "Without a 
single change in the law by 
Congress, the Trump public 
charge rules mean many 
more U.S. citizensare being 
and will be denied the op¬ 
portunity to live together in 
the U.S. with their spouses, 
children and parents," said 
Urjaddou, a former Citi¬ 
zenship and Immigration 
Services chief counsel who 
is now director of the DHS 
Watch run by an immigrant 
advocacy group. 'These 
a re not just sma II c ha nges 
They are big changes with 
enormous consequences 
for U.S. citizen&'O 
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G ovemor wa ruts a nswers on 
4 kids separated from families 



In a Friday, J une 28,2019 file photo, Pennsylvania Gov. lbm Wolf 
speaks during a news conference in Harrisburg, Ra. 

Associated Press 


By MARK SCOLRDRO 
Associated Press 
HARRISBURG, Pa. (AP) — 

Pennsylvania's governor 
says at least four children 
from his state were recently 
separated from their par¬ 
ents by U.S. Immigration 
and Customs Enforcement 
and wrote Monday to de¬ 
mand the agency halt the 
practice until it has a plan 
to ensure the welfare of 
children. 

Gov. Tom Wolf asked 
Homeland Security Acting 
Secretary Kevin McAleen- 
an to account for all chil¬ 
dren separated from their 
pa rents this year in Pennsyl¬ 
vania and to tell him how 
long they were kept apart 
and about any steps the 
federal government took 
to ensure theirwell-being. 
Wolf said in the letter that 
the four children are U.S. 
citizens and come from at 
lea st three migrant families. 
He said that "information 
relayed "to state officials in¬ 
dicated federal agentsdid 
not make sure that the chil¬ 
dren had adequate tem¬ 
porary guardianship. 

An Immigration and Cus¬ 
toms Enforcement spokes¬ 
man in Philadelphia said in 
an email that any response 
to Wolf'sletter"would come 
through the appropriate 
channels" 

Wolf spokesman J .J. Ab¬ 
bott said the separations 
occurred in Philadelphia in 
late J uly, and at least two 
of the kids have since been 
reunited with their pa rents 
He said the administration 
has been working to get 
more details about what 
happened in Philadelphia, 
including exactly when 
and where the separations 
occurred. 

'We know that at least two, 
their parents were eventu¬ 


ally released, and the fami¬ 
lies were reunited," Abbott 
said. "But I don't believe on 
the other two we had any 
finality of the result." 

The emailed statement 
from Immigration and Cus¬ 
toms Enforcement said the 
agency "exercises discre¬ 
tion" when arresting some¬ 
one with children to ensure 
someone is available to 
care forthe children, "con¬ 
sistent with local, state and 
federal law enforcement 
conventions and proto¬ 
cols" 

In J une 2018 — days after 
President Donald Trump 
retreated amid an inter¬ 
national uproar — a fed- 
eraljudge ordered thatthe 
practice of splitting up fam- 
iliesatthe borderbe halted 
except in limited circum¬ 
stances, such as threats to 
child safety. Ihe judge left 
individual decisions to the 
a d min istra tio n's d isc retio n. 
Immigration and Customs 
Enfo rc e me nt's p ra c tic es re¬ 
garding children drew scru¬ 
tiny again last week, after 
680 migrants were arrested 
at seven Mississippi chicken 
processing plants 
Trump said Friday the Mis 
sissippi raids served as "a 
very good deterrent" and 
defended the lackofsuffi- 
cientadvance preparation 
for dealing with the chil¬ 
dren whose parents were 
detained. 

'The reason is because you 
have to go in, you can't let 
anybody know, otherwise 
when you get there, no¬ 
body will be there," Trump 
said. 

Wolf, a Democrat, told 
McAleenan that state gov¬ 
ernment is willing to help 
to place asylum seekers 
in communities and make 
sure any separated chil¬ 
dren are adequately cared 


for. 

Wolf said children can't be 
left to fend for themselves 
"while your department 
prioritizes overly aggres 
sive enforcement over their 
health and safety." 

'This is absolutely irrespon¬ 
sible. Even worse, we are 
not aware that proper 
child welfare protocols — 
or even common sense 
— were used to ensure 
safe and legal temporary 
guardianship for these mi¬ 
nor children,"Wo If wrote. 
After the Mississippi raids, 
three Democratic con¬ 
gressmen sought more in¬ 
formation a bout how many 
parents were separated 
from their children and 
whether any remain sepa¬ 


rated. 

Wolf told McAleenan that 
putting children through 
separation was likely unjus¬ 
tified unless both parents 


were a threat to the chil¬ 
dren orothers. 

'Was this the case? If not, 
this is a s unnec essa ry a s it is 
callous," Wolf wrote .□ 
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United States Attorney Geneial William Barr, waves to the crowd, after addressing the Grand 
Ledge Fraternal Order of Police's 64th National Biennial Conference atthe Ernest N. Morial Con¬ 
vention Cervteron Convention Blvd. in New Orleans, la. Monday, Aug. 12, 2019. 
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Bair defends police, takes swipe 
at progressive prosecutors 


WASHINGTON (AP) — At¬ 
torney General William Barr 
staunchly defended the 
work of law enforcement 
Monday — promising to 
push for new legislation to 
swiftly carry out the death 
penalty for suspects who 
commit mass shootings or 
kill police officers, while 
also taking aim at prosecu¬ 
tors who "style themselves 
as'social justice' reformers." 
Barr, who had a tough-on- 
crime approach in his pre¬ 
vious stint as the nation's 
chief law enforcement 
officer in the early 1990s, 
lauded efforts to keep 
chronic offenders behind 
bars with long sentences 
In his speech to the Frater¬ 
nal Order of Police confer¬ 
ence in New Orleans, he 
said that helped seriously 
cut down violent crime. He 
also said the government 
must have "zero tolerance" 
for suspects who resist the 
police and denounced 
protesters who threw water 
on New York City police a 
few weeks ago as "pranc¬ 


ing punks." 

lhat hardline stance, how¬ 
ever, puts Barr at odds 
with today's criminal jus¬ 
tice reformers While the 
tough-on-crime thinking 
was common among law 
enforcement officials in 
the early 1990s — as the 
national violent crime rate 
peaked —many in the 
criminal justice field now 
favor rehabilitation instead 
of incarceration. 

President Donald Trump 
has pushed efforts to over¬ 
haul the criminal justice 
system, often touting bipar¬ 
tisan legislation he signed 
last year that gives judges 
more discretion in sentenc¬ 
ing and eases mandatory 
minimum sentences. Atthe 
same time, the president 
has been an ardent de¬ 
fender of police — once 
telling officers in a speech 
they shouldn't "be too nice" 
to suspects they arrest — 
and has a long history of 
advocating for the death 
penalty. Those positions 
tend to popular with the 


president's conservative 
political base. In his speech, 
Barr praised federal pros¬ 
ecutors who have brought 
more cases against violent 
criminals and drug dealers 
in an effort to curb the opi¬ 
oid epidemic. But he add¬ 
ed that more needs to be 
done, saying that most of 
the illegal drugs being traf¬ 
ficked into the U.S. are be¬ 
ing brought in by Mexican 
drug organizations and 
othertransnational gangs. 
'Obviously, the head of the 
snake is outside the United 
States," he said. 'We must 
destroy these cartels" 

Barr took a hard swing 
at prosecutors who don't 
embrace the same tough- 
on-crime stance. He said 
appointing such progres¬ 
sive district attorneys is 
"demoralizing to law en¬ 
forcement and dangerous 
to public safety" because 
they "spend their time un¬ 
dercutting the police, let¬ 
ting criminals off the hook, 
and refusing to enforce the 
law.'O 



In a Wednesday, J uly 24, 2019 file photo, U.S. Census Bureau 
director Sbeven Dillingham testifies before the House Oversight 
subcommittee on Capitol Hill in Washington. 

Associated Press 

40,000 census 
workers start verifying 
addresses next week 


By MIKE SCHNEIDER 
ORLANDO, Ha. (AP) 

St a ttmg this month, an 
army of 40,000 U.S. Census 
Bureau workers equipped 
with laptops will fan out to 
neighborhoods a round the 
country to verify and up¬ 
date addresses in prepa¬ 
ration for the largest head 
count in United States his¬ 
tory next spring. 

The verification of ad¬ 
dresses is the most labor- 
intensive component of 
the bureau's preparations 
this yea rforthe 2020 count. 
The workers known as "list¬ 
ers" will coverabout a third 
of the nation's physical 
area. The Census Bureau 
conducts a count of every 
U.S. resident every 10 years. 
'We're moving later this 
month into the full-fledged 
national canvassing effort," 
Steven Dillingham, director 
of the U.S. Census Bureau, 
said Monday at a news 
conference in Washington 
tha t wa s livestrea med. 

The startofthe address ver¬ 
ifying comes a month after 
President Donald Trump 
announced his administra¬ 
tion would no longer seek 


to add a citizenship ques¬ 
tion to the 2020 Census 
questionnaire. Civil rights 
groups still worry that the 
legal fight over the ques¬ 
tion will cause immigrants 
and others to hesitate fill¬ 
ing out their census forms 
The census results are used 
to distribute federal funds 
and decide how many U.S. 
representatives each state 
gets. 

The method used by cen¬ 
sus workers is changing this 
yean In years past, listers 
walked every block of ev¬ 
ery street in the nation to 
make sure the physical ad¬ 
dresses matched whatwas 
on their lists. For this year's 
head count, workers are 
verifying around two-thirds 
of the addresses from their 
office computers. 

Using aerial imagery, work¬ 
ers are looking for blocks 
where there has been sig¬ 
nificant growth or decline, 
where there are multiple 
instances of an address or 
when an address is missing. 
They will then send listers 
to those blocks to double 
check for accuracy or get 
updated information^ 
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Ra its of South a nd 
Midwest grapple with 
dangerous heatwave 



Tennessee Titans wide receiver A.J. Brown (11) drinks water during NR. football practice at Saint 
Thomas Sports Raik, Sunday, Aug. 11, 2019, in Nashville, Tenn. 

Associated Press 


Associated Press 
BIRMINGHAM, Ala. (AP) — 

Forecasters are warning 
about days of scorching, 
dangerous heat gripping 
a wide swath of the U.S. 
South and Midwest, where 
the heat index on Monday 
eclipsed 120 degrees (48.9 
Celsius) in one town and 
climbed nearly that high in 
others. 

With temperatures around 
100 degrees (37 Celsius) 
at midday and 'feels like" 
temperatures soaring even 
higher, parts of 13 states 
were underheatadvisories, 
from Texas, Louisiana and 
Florida in the South to Mis¬ 
souri and Illinois in the Mid¬ 
west, the Nationa I Weather 
Service reported. 

"It feels like hell is what 
it feels like," said Junae 
Brooks, who runs Junae's 
Grocery in Holly Bluff, Mis¬ 
sissippi. Around her, many 
of her customers kept cool 
with wet rags around their 
necks or by wearing straw 
hats 

Some of the most oppres 
sive conditio ns we re in Loui¬ 
siana, Arkansas, Mississippi 
and Oklahoma. 

The heat index soared to 
121 degrees (49.4 Celsius) 
by late afternoon in Clarks- 
dale, Mississippi; and to 119 
degrees (48.3 Celsius) in 
West Memphis, Arkansas, 
the weather service report¬ 
ed. Similar readings were 
expected in eastern Okla¬ 
homa. 

In Alabama, the tempera¬ 
ture hit 100 degrees with a 
heat index of 106 degrees 
by mid-afternoon in Bir¬ 
mingham, the state's larg¬ 
est city. 

Heat exhaustion and heat 
stroke were the leading 
threats. 


'You are more likely to de¬ 
velop a heat illness quick¬ 
er in this type of weather, 
when it's really humid and 
hot," said Gary C ha tela in, 
a National Weather Ser¬ 
vice meteorologist based 
in Shreveport, Louisiana, 
where a wet summer con¬ 
tributed to high humidity. 
More of the same is in store 
for Tuesday, when heat 
and humidity will again 
make for dangerous heat 
indexes over a wide area. 
However, an approach¬ 
ing cool front should help 
ease the intense heat by 
Wednesday in some areas, 
C ha tela in said. 

"If you're going out in the 
summer, prepare for the 
worst,"he said. 

In the Mississippi Delta, 
farmers had no choice but 
to work in the fields Mon¬ 
day as they scrambled 
to clear debris and make 
repairs after floodwaters 
inundated the region in re¬ 
cent months, Brooks said. 
Fanners just now able to 
reach their land. 

'The mosquitoes the gnats, 
the spiders, the snakes — 
all of them — have been 
way worse this year," Brooks 
said. 

In Alabama and Tennes¬ 
see, high school football 
coaches were adjusting 
practice schedules Mon¬ 
day and Tuesday, with 
some moving the workouts 
indoors and others con¬ 
ducting training in the early 
morning or evening, The 
Tennessean reported . 
Cooling stationswere open 
in several cities, including 
Tulsa, Memphis, and Little 
Ro c k, A rka nsa s, offic ia Is 
said. 

In northern Alabama, fore¬ 
casters with the weather 


service's Huntsville office 
said Monday they issued 
the first "excessive heat 
warning" for the area in 
more than seven years. 
Such a warning is more seri- 
ousthana heatadvisory. 
The region hardest-hit by 
the heat wave could ex¬ 
perience many more days 
each year when the heat 
indexsoansasthe effectsof 
climate change increase, 
scientists say. 

Historically, cities such as 
Austin, Texas; Baton Rouge, 
Louisiana; Jackson, Missis¬ 


sippi; and Tallahassee, Flor¬ 
ida experience less than a 
week's worth of days each 
yearwhenthe heat index is 
over 105 degrees (41 Cel¬ 
sius). 

If no action is taken to stop 
climate change, the num¬ 
ber of days when it's that 
hot will soar in those cities 
and others, according to a 
recent study by the Union 
of Concerned Scientists, 
"Killer Heat in the United 
States ." By midcentury, 
Austin would see 59 days 
of such extreme heat in an 


average year. The number 
of days would increase to 
57 in Baton Rouge; 52 in 
Jackson; and 50 in Talla¬ 
hassee. 

Southern states would feel 
the brunt of increasingly 
dangerous heat in coming 
years, said Astrid C a Id as, 
one of the study's authors. 
'Texas and Florida stand 
out, but also of course 
Louisiana, and Mississippi 
and the whole area all the 
way up to North Carolina," 
said Caldas, a climate 
scientists 
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After Mississippi 1C E ra ids, job fa irdra ws hopeful workers 



A plant employee stands neara leiHgeiation unit as business continues at this Koch Foods Inc., 
plant in Moiton, Miss., Ihuisday, Aug. 8, 2019, following Wednesday's raid by U.S immigration of¬ 
ficials In an email Ihuisday, U.S, Immigration and Customs Enforcement spokesman Bryan Cox 
said mote than 300 of the 680 people arrested Wednesday have been released from custody. 

Associated Ftess 


By JEFF AMY 
Associated ness 
FOREST, Miss (AP) — Days 
after immigration agents 
arrested 680 Latino work¬ 
ers in a massive workplace 
sting at seven Mississippi 
chicken processing plants, 
job seekers flocked to an 
employment fair Monday 
in hopes of filling some of 
those now-empty positions. 
Koch Foods, based near 
Chicago, held the job fair 
to recruit new workers at 
one of its Morton plants, 
after Immigration and Cus¬ 
toms Enforcement agents 
on Wednesday arrested 
243 workers suspected of 
working without legal au¬ 
thorization. 

By 10 a.m., a crowd of 
dozens was on hand, and 
steady stream of people 
came and went. Most 
were black and spoke with 
accentsfromthe American 
South. A few appeared 
white or Hispanic. 

While the raids at seven 
plants were unprece¬ 
dented, chicken process¬ 
ing facilities are normally 
plagued by heavy turnover 
and ravenously seek em¬ 
ployees. Koch spokesman 
Jim Gilliland said Monday 
that job fairs are a 'fre¬ 
quent occurrence." 

'They are part of normal 
efforts to employ," Gilliand 
wrote in an email. "In this 
environment of relative full 
employment, most busi- 
nessesare looking forquali- 
fied applicants; Koch is no 
different." 

Eddie Nicholson J r. of Lou¬ 
isville, among Monday's 


applicants at a state em¬ 
ployment service office in 
Forest, was more succinct: 
'They hire anybody." 

The 25-year-old has worked 
in chicken plants before 
and was considering a re¬ 
turn, but wanted to see if 
wages had gone up. Plants 
in recent years have typi¬ 
cally paid $11 to $12 an 
hour, according to labor 
sta tistic s, b ut N ic ho Iso n sa id 
he wants $15 a n hour. 

Like Nicholson, many who 
applied Monday were 
chicken plant veterans. 
They understand the ardu¬ 
ous and sometimes dan¬ 
gerous work of slaughter¬ 
ing, butchering and pack¬ 
aging chicken, from hang¬ 
ing up live chickens, to pull¬ 


ing off skin, to cutting with 
super-sharp knives, to box¬ 
ing up chicken, much of it 
done in near-freezing tem¬ 
peratures. The line moves 
fast and people repeat 
the same motionsoverand 
over. 

"It's definitely hard," said 
Cedric Griffith of Magee, 
who said he's been working 
at McDonald's after getting 
fired from another chicken 
processor for missing too 
many days. 

'You're going to lose of lot 
of weight. Nine timesoutof 
10, when that week is over, 
you're tired." 

That draining work, at rel¬ 
atively low wages, leads 
many people to quit. So 
chicken plants are always 


hiring. Angela Stuesse, an 
anthropology professor 
at the University of North 
Carolina who spent years 
among labor organizers in 
Morton and nearby towns, 
said the desire for cheap, 
docile labor led poultry 
firms to begin recruiting 
Spanish-speakers in the 
late 1990s. At first, Stuesse 
said they were people who 
could legally work. But they 
were eventually replaced 
by Mexicans, Guatema¬ 
lans and others who often 
lacked legal working pa¬ 
pers. Later, came a wave 
from Argentina, Uruguay 
and Peru. 

Koch has hundreds of jobs 
posted for its Morton fa¬ 
cilities on a Mississippi state 


government job board. 
Only a few dozen otherjobs 
are listed within 10 miles of 
Morton, many of them at 
fastfood restaurants or dol¬ 
lar stores. The options are 
a little better in the larger 
town of Forest, thanks to 
defense contractor Ray¬ 
theon and a sawmill. But Ty¬ 
son, Koch and other chick¬ 
en plants still dominate the 
market. Pearl RiverFoods, a 
plant raided in the town of 
Carthage, posted 200 jobs 
Aug. 1, starting at $7.25 an 
hour. 

Ralphtheia Nichols, a 
51-year-old Lake resident, 
estimated she had worked 
for various chicken plants 
maybe 20 times over the 
decade. She was back 
Monday to apply again, 
seeking part-time work. 

'This is one of the lowest 
places for income and 
they really don't pay," Nich¬ 
ols said of employers in the 
area. 

The Koch plant last year 
agreed to pay $3.75 million 
to settle a federal Equal 
Opportunity Employment 
Commission lawsuit alleg¬ 
ing that managers sexu¬ 
ally harassed female em¬ 
ployees and discriminated 
against them because of 
their race and national ori¬ 
gin. Citing a pattern of im¬ 
migration enforcement ac¬ 
tions after companies got 
into trouble over working 
conditions, many Demo¬ 
crats and union support¬ 
ers in recent days have 
asked whether the raids 
had something to do with 
Koch's troubles.O 


Unclear when inigation tunnel will be fixed aflercollapse 


By JOSH FUNK 
Associated ness 
OMAHA, Neb. (AP) — More 
tha n 100,000 a c res of fa rm- 
land in Nebraska and Wyo¬ 
ming remain dry after an 
irrigation tunnel collapsed 
last month, and it's not 
clear when the tunnel will 
resume handling water. 
Officials have been work¬ 
ing to repair the tunnel 
that's 100 feet (30 meters) 
below ground since it col- 
la psed J uly 17, but they still 
are not sure how extensive 
the damage is. RickPreston 


with the Gering-Fort Lara¬ 
mie Irrigation District said 
Monday that workers were 
still removing dirt and shor¬ 
ing up the tunnel. 

If the collapse is confined 
to the roof, it may be re¬ 
pairable this year. If the 
wallsalso collapsed, repairs 
will take longer. 

"By the end of this week, 
we'll have a firm idea of 
what is going on," Preston 
said Monday at a public 
meeting. 

The 14-foot-wide (4 meters) 
tunnel is part of a system 


that delivers water to farm¬ 
ers in eastern Wyoming and 
western Nebraska. The wa- 
tercomesfrom the Whelan 
Diversion Dam on the North 
Platte River. 

Officials believe the col¬ 
lapse may have been 
caused by unusually heavy 
spring rains and snow¬ 
fall that saturated the soil 
above it, placing extra 
weight on the tunnel. 

The arid region served by 
the irrigation system is dom¬ 
inated by farms that rely 
on the waterto grow com, 


soybeans, sugar beets and 
alfalfa. Without the irriga¬ 
tion water, farmers may not 
harvest much of a crop this 
year. 

"I don't see any hope to¬ 
day," farmer Jerry Mackie 
said after attending the 
meeting on the collapse. 
Mackie said he doesn't 
expect the com and soy¬ 
beans growing on his land 
will produce much be¬ 
cause little rain falls in the 
area this time of year. And 
insurers haven't yet deter¬ 
mined whether the col¬ 


lapse was an unavoidable 
act of nature, which would 
mean crop insurance 
would cover it. 

Mackie said the lost crops 
will hurt the entire valley 
because farmers will have 
less money to spend. 

'The re's going to have to be 
some sort of help," Mackie 
said. 

The collapse prompted 
governors from both states 
to declare an emergen¬ 
cy, which freed up state 
resources to help local 
offic ia !&□ 
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With online 
reservations on 
Super Saver days 
No exceptions 


UOCtl' PIKAl El 1CKSTS 


SAIL, SNORKEL, SWIM A SWING! 

9am-1 pm $60pp 
Visit 3 Great sites BBQ, 

Open Bar, Gear & Ropeswing! 


AFTERNOON SNORKEL 

2-5pm $45pp 
2 snorkel sites Open 
Bar, Gear & Ropeswing! 


SUNSET SAIL 

5:30-7:30pm $32pp 
Open Bar & Ropeswing! 


www.Jolly-pirates.com 

Offer not valid in combination with other discount offers. 



Erie Bureau of Fire Inspector Mark Polanski helps investigate a 
fetal fire at 1248 West 11th St in Erie, Pa, on Sunday, Aug. 11, 
2019. 

Associated Press 



Ihis August 2019 photo provided by the Dayton Police Department shows the firearm used by 
Connor Betts in a mass shooting in a popular entertainment district on Aug. 4, 2019, in Dayton, 
Ohio. 

Associated Press 


Feds: Riend of Ohio gunman bought 
body aimor, ammo magazine 


firefighter was dad 
to 3 of 5 kids killed 
in daycare blaze 


ERIE, Pa. (AP) — Three of 
five kids killed in a fire at 
a home child care center 
in Pennsylvania were the 
children of a volunteerfire- 
fighter who was respond¬ 
ing to another call, an of¬ 
ficial said Monday. 

Luther J ones' two daugh¬ 
ters and a son were 
trapped in a blaze in the 
lakeside city of Erie while 
he wasresponding to a call 
forwhattumed out to be a 
malfunctioning alarm, said 
Lawrence Park Township 
Volunteer Fire Chief Joe 
C ratty. 

The children haven't been 
formally identified, but the 
Erie Fire Department says 
the dead range in age 
from 8 months to 7 years. 
The ownerwashospitalized 
after the fire Sunday. Erie 
fire officiaIssaythe children 
were staying overnight at 
a house that had been 
turned into a daycare cen¬ 
ter. The mother of Jones' 
three children, Shevona 
Overton, who said she is 


also the mother of another 
child killed, told WICU that 
she had "lost a piece of 
me that can never be re¬ 
placed." "I'm just so hurt my 
babiesare gone,"she said. 
"I love them dearly. I just 
hurt inside knowing that my 
kids were fighting and hurt¬ 
ing in that fire. Every min¬ 
ute, I feel the same pain." 
The fire, reported at about 
1:15 a.m. Sunday, was tun¬ 
neling out of every first-floor 
window when firefighters 
arrived, Erie Chief Fire In¬ 
spector ohn Widomski told 
the Erie limes-News. He 
said the blaze appeared 
to have started in the living 
room area on the first floor. 
The department's two fire 
inspectors and three Erie 
police detectivestrained in 
fire investigations a re work¬ 
ing to determine the cause. 
The Erie Regional Chamber 
and Growth Partnership 
lists the Harris Family Day¬ 
care as "a 24 hour, 7 days 
a week childcare service 
including holidays.'0 


By JOHN SEEWER and MI¬ 
CHAEL BA LSAMO 
Associated Press 
A longtime friend of the 
Dayton gunman bought 
the body armor, a 
100-round magazine and 
a key part of the gun used 
in the attack, but there's no 
indication the man knew 
his friend was planning a 
massacre, federal agents 
said Monday. 

Ethan Kollie told investiga¬ 
tors that he also helped 
Connor Betts assemble the 
AR-15-style weapon about 
10 weeks ago, according 
to a court document. 

Kollie first spoke with inves¬ 
tigators just hours after the 
assault and later said he 
bought the body armor, 
the magazine and the 
rifle's upper receiver and 
kept the equipment at his 
apartment so Betts'parents 
would not find it, the court 
filing said. 

Federal investigators em¬ 
phasized that there was no 
evidence that Kollie knew 
how Betts would use the 
equipment or that Kollie in¬ 
tentionally took part in the 
planning. 


The accusations came 
as prosecutors unsealed 
charges against Kollie that 
were unrelated to the Aug. 
4 shooting. Early that day, 
Betts opened fire in a pop¬ 
ular entertainment district, 
killing his sister and eight 
others. Police killed Betts 
within 30secondsoutside a 
crowded bar, and authori¬ 
ties have said hundreds 
more people may have 
died if Betts had gotten in¬ 
side. 

Prosecutors accused Kol¬ 
lie of lying about not using 
marijuana on federal fire¬ 
arms forms in the purchase 
ofa pistolthatwasnotused 
in the shooting. 

Possessing a firearm as an 
unlawful user of a con¬ 
trolled substance is a fed¬ 
eral crime punishable by 
up to 10 years in prison. 
Making a false statement 
regarding firearms carries 
a potential maximum sen¬ 
tence of up to five years' 
imprisonment. 

Kollie fully cooperated with 
authorities before his arrest, 
his attorney said. 

"He was as shocked and 
surprised as everyone else 


that Mr. Betts committed 
the massacre," attorney 
NickGounarissaid. 
Gounaris would not com¬ 
ment on what Kollie 
thought hisfriend would do 
with the equipment. 

Police have said there 
was nothing in Betts' back¬ 
ground to prevent him from 
buying the gun. 

The weapon was pur¬ 
chased online from a deal¬ 
er in Texas and shipped to 
another firearms dealer in 
the Dayton area, police 
said. 

Betts and Kollie apparently 
had been friends for sev¬ 
eral years. 

Kollie told agents that they 
smoked marijuana and 
used acid several times a 
week beginning in 2014 
through 2015, said U.S. At¬ 
torney Benjamin Glassman. 
Betts was with Kollie in 2016 
when Betts was charged 
with driving under the influ¬ 
ence, according to a po¬ 
lice report from Bellbrook, 
where the gunman lived 
with his pa rents. 
Investigators have not re¬ 
leased a motive for the 
shooting .□ 
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Island or European nation? Rival views of UK shape Biexit 



In this file photo dated Biday, Match 29, 2019, a pro-Brexit demonstrator holds a British flag with 
the woids "Leave Means Leave" in fiontof the Winston Chute hill slatue in London. 

Associated Ftess 


LONDON (AP) — British his¬ 
tory has become a Brexit 
battleground. 

British voters' decision three 
years ago to split from the 
European Union wasfueled 
by a sense that the U.K. is 
fundamentally separate 
from its continental neigh¬ 
bors — a sceptered isle, 
rather than a European 
power. 

Brexit-backing Conserva¬ 
tive lawmakerj acob Rees- 
Mogg hascompared Brexit 
to historic British military 
victories on the continent, 
saying "it'sWaterloo, it'sAg- 
incourt, it's Crecy." Brexit 
Party leader Nigel Farage 
fires up crowds with air-raid 
sirens and the theme from 
World War II thriller 'The 
Great Escape." 

Such patriotic messages 
strike a strong chord in an 
era of surging nationalism. 
But anti-Brexit politicians 
and historians say that 
view is too simplistic — and 
could end up making the 
U.K. weaker rather than 
stronger. 

Former Prime Minister Gor¬ 
don Brown argued Sunday 
in The Observer newspaper 
that "a destructive, popu¬ 
list, nationalist ideology" 
was leaving the United 
Kingdom "sleepwalking into 
oblivion." 

Brown, who was Labour 
Party leader and British 
prime minister between 
2007 and 2010, accused 
current Conservative Prime 
Minister Boris Johnson of 
"conjuring up the absurd 


and mendacious image of 
the patriotic British valiantly 
defying an intransigent Eu¬ 
rope determined to turn us 
into a vassal state." 

Richard J. Evans, professor 
emeritus of history at Cam¬ 
bridge University, lamented 
an increasing tendency to 
'talk about Europe as if it's 
somewhere separate, as if 
Britain is not part of Europe." 
"I went to Gatwick Airport 
recentlyand there'sa huge 
advertisement there for an 
airline that says 'Europe is 
closer than you think,"' he 
said. "And I thought, well, 
it's closer than you think — 
we're in it." 

Eva ns sa id the view of Brit- 
ain as an exception to the 
European rule ignores 'the 


multiple connections be¬ 
tween England and the 
continent over the centu¬ 
ries" 

"If you look at our sover¬ 
eigns, they have been 
variously French and Dutch 
and German,"he said, not¬ 
ing also how culturally inter¬ 
twined Britain is with conti¬ 
nental Europe. 

Uke Evans, University of To¬ 
ronto history professor Mar¬ 
garet MacMillan argues 
that Brexit is being "driven 
by a very false picture of 
the past" and by nostalgia 
for the days when Britain's 
empire covered a quarter 
of the globe. 

MacMillan said many peo¬ 
ple in Britain — and espe¬ 
cially in England, which 


accounts for five-sixths of 
the U.K. population and 
saw the strongest vote to 
leave the EU in 2016 — "are 
having an existential crisis 
about who they are." 

"I think they lost their em¬ 
pire and lost being a ma¬ 
jor world power and they 
seem to have accepted 
that, but I think there has 
been a lingering sense that 
'We were once great and 
now we're not,"' she sa id. 
Brexit-supporting historians 
reject that notion, viewing 
the EU asan undemocratic 
obstacle to British sover- 
eig nty. 

Cambridge University his¬ 
torian Robert Tombs says 
the fact that Britain did not 
experience 20th-century 


occupation or dictatorship 
sets it apart from many of 
its neighbors. But he thinks 
Britain's historical differenc¬ 
es from the rest of Europe 
are often overstated, and 
Brexit was driven by more 
immediate concerns. 

'We certainly had lesscom- 
mitmentto the whole idea 
of European integration 
than countries like France 
or Germany," he said. "But 
I think attitudes to Europe 
are not really all that differ¬ 
ent in many EU states. And 
I think that has a lot to do 
with more recent events 
such as the eurozone crisis, 
the democratic deficit in 
the EUand the fact that the 
EU has got so much more 
important in people's lives 
and yet they have very little 
control overwhat it does." 
Tombsarguesthatata time 
of international instability, 
Britain is better off outside 
the fractious bloc. 

"I think a relatively cohesive 
and relatively democrati¬ 
cally governed unit is much 
more likely to be able to 
ride out whatever storms 
may be coming than a re¬ 
ally rather ramshackle and 
unpopular and very weak 
confederation,"he said. 
Historian Andrew Roberts, 
a biographer of Winston 
Churchill, said recently that 
'the idea that your sover¬ 
eignty effectively belongs 
to somebody else outside 
your country is just unac¬ 
ceptable foranybody who 
has any sense of British 
independence.'□ 


Italian Senate cuts short vacation to set no-confide nee vote 



Italian Deputy Rime Ministerand Interior Minister, Matteo SaMni 
receives media attention at the end of a political rally as part 
of his 'Italian summer toui J , in laoimina. Southern Italy, Sunday, 
Aug. 11, 2019. 

Associated Ftess 


By GIADA ZAMPANO 
Associated Press 
ROME (AP) — The Italian 
Senate will return Tuesday 
from itssummervacation to 
seta crucial date fora no- 
confidence vote on Prime 
Minister Giuseppe Conte's 
populist government. 

That development fol¬ 
lowed a meeting Monday 
of party whips in the Senate 
who failed to unanimously 
agree on the date of the 
no-confidence vote. 

Interior Minister Matteo 
Salvini declared last week 
that his right-wing League 
party no longer supports 
Conte and is pressing fora 


no-confidence vote in the 
next few days. He's calcu¬ 
lating that Conte will lose 
and resign, triggering what 
Salvini hopes will be a new 
election as early as this fa II. 
Eager to become premier 
himself, Salvini wants to go 
to the polls as soon as pos¬ 
sible to capitalize both on 
the League's rising popu¬ 
larity and the waning sup¬ 
port for his senior coalition 
partner, the populist 5-Star 
Movement. 

Italy's main opposition par¬ 
ty, the center-left Demo¬ 
cratic Party (PD), isalready 
divided over its future strat¬ 
egy. Party secretary Nicola 


Zingaretti issued a call for 
unity Monday, reiterating 
that the key decision on 
whether and when to call 
an early election is in the 
hands of President Sergio 
Mattarella. He added that 
the Democrats are not 
afraid of facing an early 
ballot. But former premier 
Matteo Renzi, who still has 
a strong influence among 
the Democrats' senators, 
suggested Sunday the par¬ 
ty should seeka possible al¬ 
liance with the 5-Stars and 
other moderate forces to 
stop Salvini and derail his 
plan fora new election in 
OctoberO 
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Zimbabwe's children suffer from country's economic crisis 



A young boy smiles while carrying a basket to a popular market in Harare, Ihutsday, Aug, 8,2019. 

Associated Press 


By FARAI MUTSAKA 
Associated Press 
HARARE, Zimbabwe (AP) — 

It is only a few hours since 
Zimbabwe's schools closed 
for month-long August holi¬ 
days, and 13-year-old Tan- 
yaradzwa is already milling 
outside a bar "doing busi¬ 
ness," he says 
He hawks cigarettes out¬ 
side a dingy downtown bar 
in the capital, Harare, and 
for a fee, helps motorists 
find parking space. 

"I am not a street kid. I 
come here to sell my things, 
go home and use the 
money to buy food," said 
Tanyaradzwa, who did not 
give his last name to pro¬ 
tect his privacy. 

With power cuts lasting 19 
hours per day, debilitating 
water shortages, inflation 
at 175% and many basic 
items in scarce supply, Zim¬ 
babwe's children are the 
silent victims of the once- 
prosperous southern Afri¬ 
can country's debilitating 
economic downfall. 
Tanyaradzwa would rather 
be home playing comput¬ 
er games with friends. But 
forhis family of six to eat he 
must hang around the bar 
at the popular Elizabeth 
Hotel in hopesof cashing in 
on afternoon drinkers and 
passersby who want to buy 


cigarettes, he said. 

His pa rents run a sma II veg- 
etable stall in Glen View, 
a working class residential 
area, but what they make 
is hardly enough to pay the 
bills, let alone buy food, he 
said. 

Due to the spectacularde- 
terioration of an economy 
that brimmed with hope 
less than two years ago, 
many people can no lon¬ 
ger afford to put food on 
the table without the help 


of their children - no matter 
how young. 

Children are forced to 
juggle between school de¬ 
mands and supplementing 
the family income through 
street vending or selling at 
sma II sta Ms. 

'These holidays just mean 
more work. There is no 
break, because I now have 
no excuse not to work ev¬ 
ery day," said Tanyaradz¬ 
wa. 

On the adjacent, busy 


street named after for¬ 
mer longtime ruler Robert 
Mugabe, children joined 
elders pushing fruit and 
vegetable carts. Some kids 
held cardboard boxes sell¬ 
ing items ranging from cig¬ 
arettes, cell phone airtime, 
sweets and clothing. 
According to Mercy Mpa- 
ta, a teachers' representa¬ 
tive, the demands are tak¬ 
ing many children's focus 
away from school. 

'There is a lot of absentee¬ 


ism because the children 
have a lot on their plate," 
said Mpata, the spokes¬ 
woman for the Associa¬ 
tion of Rural Teachers of 
Zimbabwe. "Even if they 
come (to school), they are 
either sleepy or, instead of 
concentrating on school 
work they are busy thinking 
'Where will we get the next 
meal if I don't sell enough 
items after school today?"' 
Teachers have their own 
grievances. They are paid 
the equivalent of about 
$50 a month and, like the 
rest of the civil service, say 
they cannot live on those 
wages, which they call 
"slave salaries" 

'We live in the communi¬ 
ty. We interact with these 
children and their parents 
They are like family. That's 
why we always try to give it 
our a II... but hungry teach¬ 
ers teaching hungry chil¬ 
dren, that's tough," said 
Mpata. 

The food situation is dire in 
Zimbabwe, with about a 
third of the country's 17 mil¬ 
lion people being food in¬ 
secure due to drought and 
the worsening economy, 
according to a report re¬ 
leased this month by U.N. 
agencies, international 
aid organizations and the 
govemment.O 


Russia, Iran, others debate howto 


By ALEXANDER VERSHININ 
TURKMENBASHI, Turkmeni¬ 
stan (AP) — Five countries 
bordering the energy-rich 
Caspian Sea met Monday 
at an economic forum 
hosted by Turkmenistan in a 
bid to agree on how to di¬ 
vide the region's oil wealth. 
Last year, the leaders of 
Russia, Iran, Azerbaijan, 
Turkmenistan and Kazakh¬ 
stan signed a convention 
aimed atending decades- 
long uncertainty over ex¬ 
ploitation of its resources. 
The agreement establishes 
rules for declaring each 
country's territorial waters 
and fishing zones, but the 
issue of dividing seabed 
that contains rich oil and 
gas fields is subject to fur¬ 
ther negotiations. 

Russia and Iran a re yet to 
ratify la st year's agreement. 
Russia's Prime Minister Dmi¬ 


try Medvedev, who at¬ 
tended Monday's forum in 
Turkmenistan, said that the 
ratification is expected "in 
the nearfuture." 

Iranian Vice President Es- 
haq Jahangiri was non¬ 
committal, making no 
commitments in his speech 
atthe forum. 

J ahangiri argued that non- 
Caspian nations shouldn't 
meddle in the region's af¬ 
fairs and charged that the 
United States' unilateralist 
policies and its emphasis 
on sanctions threaten sta¬ 
bility of the region. 
Turkmenistan's Presi¬ 

dent Gurbanguly Berdy- 
mukhamedov, who has 
wielded all-encompassing 
power since taking office 
in 2006, styling himself as 
the former Soviet republic's 
Arkadag (protector), told 
the forum that the Caspian 


energy riches should pro¬ 
vide a powerful incentive 
for the region's develop¬ 
ment. 

Turkmenistan and Azerbai¬ 
jan have yet to agree on 
how to share the reserves 
underthe seabed.Thathas 
impeded progress of the 
Trans-Caspian natural gas 
pipeline that would carry 
Turkmen gasacrossthe sea 
to Azerbaijan and further 
on to Western markets. 

"It's a very sensitive issue," 
said Bahram Huseynov, a 
vice president of Azerbai¬ 
jan's state oil company SO- 
CAR. "No concrete steps 
have been made yet and 
it's too early to discuss spe¬ 
cifics." 

Huseynov added that de¬ 
militarization of the sea bor¬ 
der between Azerbaijan 
and Turkmenistan could fa¬ 
cilitate the talks on dividing 


splitCaspian oil riches 



Russian Rime Minister Dmitry Medvedev, left and Turkmeni¬ 
stan's Resident Gurbanguly Rerdymukhamedov speak, priorto 
a session of the firstCaspian Economic Forum in Turkmenbashi, 
Turkmenistan, Monday, Aug. 12, 2019. 

Associated Ress 

the energy riches. itseffortsto diversify sources 

The West has long encour- of energy, while Russia and 
aged prospective trans- Iran have watched the 
Caspian pipelinesaspartof planswith unease.Q 










TUESDAY 13 AUGUST 


EWORLD NEWS 



Clashes undermine fragile truce overj erusalem holy site 
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Israeli police clashes with Palestinian worshippers at a I-Aqsa mosque compound in Jerusalem, 
Sunday, Aug 11, 2019. 


By I LAN BEN ZION 
Associated Press 
J ERUSALEM (AP) — It wa sn't 
inevitable that the overlap 
of Jewish and Muslim holi- 
dayswould lead to clashes 
at a J erusalem site deeply 
revered by both faiths 
But when rumors circulated 
that Israeli police would al¬ 
low J ews to visit the hilltop 
compound during Muslim 
prayers, it appeared to 
many Palestinians that Is¬ 
rael was further chipping 
away at their claims to the 
site. 

As demonstrators massed 
at the gates and began 
throwing stones at the 
police, it became a self- 
fulfilling prophecy. After 
an outcry by right-wing 
Israeli leaders, the police 
reversed an earlier deci¬ 
sion to bar the Jewish visi- 
torsand letthem in, asstun 
grenadesechoed and tear 
gas filled the air. 


The holy site, known to J ews 
as the Temple Mount and 
to Muslims as the Noble 
Sanctuary, has long been 
a flashpoint for Israeli-PaI- 


estinian violence. But sen¬ 
sitivities a re especially high 
at the moment, with the 
peace process a distant 
memory and Israel head¬ 
ing to elections next month. 
In the current atmosphere, 
even the smallest per¬ 
ceived changesto the sta¬ 
tus of the site — the emo¬ 
tional and symbolic center 
of the decades-old conflict 
— can spark violence. 

A PERCEIVED THREAT 
The compound is the holi¬ 
est site to the J ewish peo¬ 
ple and the third holiest in 
Islam, after Mecca and 
Medina. It was the site of 
two Jewish temples in an¬ 
tiquity and is the home of 
the iconic gold Dome of 
the Rock and the al-Aqsa 
Mosque. 

On Sunday morning, tens 
of thousands of Muslims 
flocked to the site to mark 
the start of Eid a 1-Ad ha, 
a Muslim holiday honor¬ 
ing the time God stayed 
Abraham's hand after ask¬ 
ing him to sacrifice his son. 
Hundreds of Israeli religious 
nationalists a Iso showed up 
in observance of Ninth of 
Av, when J ews mourn the 
destruction of the temples 
and other historical calami¬ 
ties. The site is located in 
east J erusalem, which Is¬ 
rael seized along with the 
West Bank and Gaza in 
the 1967 Mid east war. Ihe 
Palestinians want those ter¬ 
ritories to form their future 
state, with east J erusalem 
as their capital. Israel an¬ 
nexed east J erusalem in a 


Associated Press 

move not recognized inter¬ 
nationally, and views the 
whole city a sits capital. 

Ihe hilltop shrine is man¬ 
aged by an Islamic trust 
under J ordanian steward¬ 
ship, and day-to-day affairs 
are governed by informal 
understandings with Israel 
known as the "status quo." 
The Palestinians fear any 
erosion of the status quo 
could lead to an Israeli 
takeover or partition of the 
site. 

According to those rules, 
J ews a re allowed to visit the 
compound during certain 
times but are forbidden to 
pray there, "fhe Islamic trust 
overseeing the site, known 
as the Waqf, said it was 
unprecedented and unac¬ 
ceptable to allow Jews to 
visit during a major Muslim 
holiday. 

"It has been customary 
that on Muslim holidays, 
the site would be closed to 
non-Muslims in respect for 
the special sanctity of the 
days," said Daniel Seide- 
mann, founder of Terrestrial 
Jerusalem, a group that 
tracks developments in the 
holy city. 

'That basically wasvio la ted 
for the first time when Je¬ 
rusalem Day and the final 
days of Ramadan over¬ 
lapped (in June), and it 
happened again yester¬ 
day," he said. 

In response, the Waqf said 
it took the "exceptional 
decision" to delay morn¬ 
ing prayers, typically held 
at 6:30 a.m., by an hour 


so that they would conflict 
with normal visiting hours. 
Soon thereafterthe clashes 
erupted, wounding at least 
14 Palestinians and four Is¬ 
raeli police. 

ATaHAREDSTiE' 

For decades, most rabbis 
forbade Jews from visiting 
the site altogether, but a 
growing cadre of religious 
nationalist rabbis have en¬ 
dorsed visiting the holy site 
and their adherents have 
flocked there in increasing 
numbers in recent years. 
The number of J ewish visi¬ 
tors to the shrine stood 
at around 5,800 in 2010, 
but by 2018 had grown to 
35,600, according to statis¬ 
tics released by Public Se¬ 
curity Minister Gila d Erdan. 
He said 1,729 Jews visited 
the site on Sunday, com¬ 
pared to 1,440 on the Ninth 
of Av in 2018, adding that 
he would "continue to work 
to strengthen Israeli sover¬ 
eignty on the Mount." 
Jerusalem District police 
chief Doran Yedid said it 
wasthe Waqf that violated 
the status quo by delaying 
the prayers. Police said the 
site would remain closed 
to non-Muslim visitors until 
Thursday, following the end 
of the Muslim holiday. 

'The message sent to the 
Pa lestinia nsa nd to the M us- 
lim worshippers is: 'This is a 
shared site. Get used to it,"' 
Seidemann said. "And that 
is a significant erosion of 
the traditional understand¬ 
ings of the status quo." 
Azzam Khateeb, the 
Waqf's director, said Sun¬ 
day's altercation proved 
that "Israeli ambitions in 
the mosque are not limited 
to the extreme right-wing 
groups, but also to the Is¬ 
raeli government." 

Israeli Prime Minister Benja¬ 
min Netanyahu has repeat¬ 
edly said he has no inten¬ 
tion of changing the status 
quo, despite calls from his 
right-wing alliesforexpand- 
ed access. 

That has left him vulnerable 
on the issue as he seeks to 
secure an unprecedented 
fourth consecutive term 
in office in elections next 
month, which were called 
afterhe failed to form a co¬ 
alition government follow¬ 
ing a vote in April.Q 



This undated image made from a video provided by the 
IRGC/IRIBshowsa ship in the Persian Gulf. 

Associated Press 

Iraq: Gulf Arab slates 
can secure Persian Gulf 
waters alone 


Associated Press 
BAGHDAD (AP) — Iraq's 
foreign minister says Iraq 
and Gulf Arab states 
don't need foreign pow¬ 
ers to secure navigation 
in the Persian Gulf as that 
would only increase re¬ 
gional tensions 
Mohammed a 1-Hakim 

tweeted Monday that re¬ 
gional states a re capable 
of securing the strategic 
wa te rwa y the mse Ives 
Al-Hakirn's tweet was in 
response to efforts by the 
Trump administration to 
set up a U.S.-led na va I se- 
curity mission in the Strait 


of Hormuz, where Iran's 
recent seizures of vessels 
has raised tensions with 
the West. 

The U.S. wants an interna¬ 
tional coalition to moni- 
torand potentially escort 
commercial ships there. 
Britain said last week it 
would join the mission; 
no other U.S. allies have 
committed themselvesso 
far. 

Al-Hakim stressed Israel's 
participation in such a 
mission was unaccept¬ 
able. It's not clear if Is¬ 
rael has been asked to 
participateO 
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Hong Kong airport shuts down a mid pro-democracy protest 



Protesters gather near a flights information board during a protest at the Hong Kong International 
Airport; Monday, Aug. 12, 2019. 

Associated Press 


ByYANAN VUANG 
CHRISTOPHER BODEEN 
Associated ness 
HONG KONG (AP) — One 

of the world's busiest air¬ 
ports canceled all flights 
after thousands of pro¬ 
democracy demonstrators 
crowded into Hong Kong's 
main terminal Monday, 
while the central govern¬ 
ment in Beijing issued an 
ominous characterization 
of the protest movement 
as something approaching 
'terrorism." 

"The extreme action by the 
largely leaderless move¬ 
ment seemed calculated 
to prompt a stem response 
from Beijing, and Commu¬ 
nist Party leaderXi J inping's 
administration responded 
within hours. 

No new violence was re¬ 
ported by Monday eve¬ 
ning, although the city 
remained on edge after 
more than two months of 
near-daily and increasingly 
bloody confrontations be¬ 
tween protesters and po¬ 
lice. Beijing tends toward 
a broad definition of terror¬ 
ism, including in it nonvio¬ 
lent protestsof government 
policies on the environ¬ 
ment or in minority regions 
such as Xinjiang and Tibet. 
Such a designation addsto 
the regime's descriptions of 
protesters as clowns, crimi¬ 
nals and traitors intent on 
overthrowing Chinese rule 
in Hong Kong. 

Hong Kong International 
Airport said in a statement 
the demonstration "serious¬ 
ly disrupted" airport opera¬ 
tions Only flights that had 
already started boarding 
or those cleared for land¬ 
ing were allowed to use 
runways at the airport. 


"All other flights have been 
canceled forthe rest of to¬ 
day," the airport statement 
said. It later said flights 
would resume at 6 a.m. 
Tuesday (2200 GMT, 6 p.m. 
EDTMonday). 

Joydeep Chakravarti, a 
software engineer whose 
connecting flight to San 
Francisco was canceled 
during a layover in Hong 
Kong, expressed frustration 
that he was told to leave 
the airport when he want¬ 
ed to stay inside the termi¬ 
nal. 

"I don't know what's out 
there, so I don't want to 
leave. I didn't make any 
plans for Hong Kong," said 
Chakravarti, who had a 
carry-on bag with laptop, 
charger and an extra shirt 
while the rest of his luggage 
already was checked in on 
his Singapore Airlines flight. 


A massive traffic jam soon 
formed on the highway 
leading back to Hong 
Kong's city center. Some 
protesters were seen walk¬ 
ing toward the airport a mid 
the stifling heat. 

The demonstrations that 
have drawn more than 1 
million people at times call 
fordemocratic reformsand 
an independent inquiry 
into police conduct, with 
both protesters and police 
adopting ever-more ex¬ 
treme tactics. 

In Beijing, the Cabinet's 
Hong Kong and Macao Af¬ 
fairs Office issued a state¬ 
mentsaying the situation in 
Hong Kong was "beginning 
to show the sprouts of ter¬ 
rorism" and constituted an 
"existential threat" to the 
population. 

'One must take resolute 
action toward this violent 


criminality, showing no le¬ 
niency or mercy," said the 
statement, attributed to 
spokesman Yang Guang. 
"Hong Kong has reached 
an inflection point where 
all those who are con¬ 
cerned about Hong Kong's 
future must say 'no,' to law 
breakers and 'no' to those 
engaged in violence." 

The chief executive of Hong 
Kong's Cathay Pacific Air¬ 
ways said there would be 
"disciplinary consequenc¬ 
es" for employees involved 
in "illegal protests," as the 
airline joined businesses 
that have apologized 
to China in recent days 
over political flaps Rupert 
Hogg warned in an internal 
memo that the company 
has a "zero tolerance ap¬ 
proach to illegal activities," 
apparently referring to un¬ 
approved protests 


Companies from luxury 
fashion brands to bubble 
tea shops are under pres¬ 
sure to distance themselves 
from protesters and de¬ 
clare their support for the 
ruling Communist Party's 
position on Hong Kong. 
China had said it would 
bar any airline employees 
found to have taken part in 
demonstrations. 
EariierMonday, Hong Kong 
police showed off water 
cannons that could be 
deployed, a development 
that Amnesty International 
has warned could lead to 
serious injuries if misused in 
the densely populated city. 
Legislators and journalists 
were invited to witness the 
display of crowd-control 
tactics, which came after a 
weekend of protests at the 
airport and in one of Hong 
Kong's main shopping dis¬ 
tricts 

During the weekend pro¬ 
tests, website Hong Kong 
Free Press showed footage 
ofonearrestthatappeared 
to include officers in plain 
clothes pinning a demon¬ 
strator to the ground. Ihe 
young man, who said his 
name was Chow Ka-lok 
and asked for a lawyer, 
wasshown with a bleeding 
head wound and said he 
had a broken tooth. 

Police defended their tac¬ 
tics and tried to fend off 
critic ism over widely shared 
videos from Sunday night's 
clashes, including graphic 
images of Chow's arrest 
and of a female protester 
who was shot in the eye. 
Deputy CommissionerTang 
Ping-keung acknowledged 
that police use decoy offi¬ 
cers in some operationsbut 
would not go into details.Q 
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luvmoil calms as Puerto Rico govemortumsto policy 



an electric power pole leans overthe load in the Piedia Blanca 

Associated Ftess 


By DA NIC A COTO 

Associated ness 

SAN J UAN, Puerto Rico (AP) 

— Puerto Rico's political tur¬ 
moil seemed to be at least 
temporarily easing on Mon¬ 
day with attention shifting 
from protests to policy fol¬ 
lowing the replacement 
governor's move to sus¬ 
pend a hurricane recovery 
contract. 

In one of her first moves as 
governor, Wanda Vazquez 
announced late Sunday 
that she was scrutinizing a 
pending $450,000 contract 
that is part of the program 
to rebuild and strengthen 
the island's power grid, 
which was destroyed by 
Hurricane Maria nearly two 
yearsago. 

'There is no room in this 
administration for unrea¬ 
sonable expenses," said 
Vazquez, who on Wednes¬ 
day became Puerto Rico's 
third governor in a week 
following massive protests 
that resulted in political tur¬ 
moil. 

Immediate pressure on the 


In this May 16, 2018 file photo, 
area ofYabucoa, Puerto Rico. 

new govemorappeared to 
be easing somewhat. There 
have been no large pro¬ 
tests since she was sworn in 
and none appeared to be 
on the horizon. 


On Monday, Vazquez 
asked people to give her 
an opportunity. 

'The people of Puerto Rico 
know I'm here because the 
constitution dictated it," 


she said, adding that she 
has spent 32 years in pub¬ 
lic service, including as a 
district attorney and justice 
secretary. 'Throughout my 
trajectory, I wasable to see 


the need, the poverty, the 
desperation, the helpless¬ 
ness and a Iso the will of the 
people to keep moving for¬ 
ward ... I want to keep us¬ 
ing those experiences for 
the benefit of the people." 
Vazquez said one of her 
priorities is to evaluate all 
government contracts An¬ 
ger still simmers across the 
U.S. territory over corrup¬ 
tion and mismanagement 
of public funds led to the 
recent ousterof the island's 
former leader. 

On Monday, a federal 
control board overseeing 
Puerto Rico's finances re¬ 
quested copy of all con¬ 
tracts that former Gov. 
Ricardo Rossello signed in 
the last two weeks before 
he stepped down, noting 
that media reports said 
he signed more than 200 
contracts worth some $80 
million. The board said in 
its letter to Chief Financial 
Officer Omar Marrero that 
it hasto approve any con¬ 
tracts worth $10 million or 
moreO 


Officer in Mexico's National Guard killed in shootout 



Military police wearing the insignia ofthe National Guard patrol nearthe border bridge thatcross- 
esthe Rio Grande river, in Matamoros, Mexico, Riday, Aug. 2, 2019. 

Associated Press 


MEXICO CITY (AP) — Mex¬ 
ico's new National Guard 
force suffered its first ca¬ 
sualty in the line of duty, 
when an officer was killed 
in a shootout with a gang. 
The National Guard was 
launched by President An¬ 
dres Manuel Lopez Obra- 
dor in late J une and is an 
amalgam of military po¬ 
lice and federal police. It 
is supposed to be Mexico's 
front-line force for fighting 
gangs 

ThefederalSecurity Depart- 
ment said three suspects 
were killed in the confron¬ 
tation Saturday in Yuriria 
township in the north-cen¬ 
tral state of Guanajuato. 
However, the Yuriria munic- 
ipal government said five 
suspects were killed in the 
shootout, three wounded 
and seven detained. 

The town said the National 
Guard patrolwasattacked 
when 'they detected a 
safe house operated by a 
criminal gang. One mem¬ 
ber of the National Guard 
was killed." 


Guanajuato has been hit 
byviolence involving gangs 
that steal fuel from gov¬ 
ernment pipelines. After 
the government cracked 


down on pipeline thefts, 
some gangs appear to 
have moved into extortion, 
hitting the city of Celaya so 
hard that some businesses 


have closed. 

But the violence has gotten 
even worse in the neigh¬ 
boring state of Michoa- 
can, where a drug cartel 


hung nine bodies from an 
overpass and scattered 10 
more on a highway Thurs¬ 
day. 

On Saturday, the Michoa- 
can state government an¬ 
nounced it was sending 
120 more state police to 
guard the city of Uruapan, 
where the killings occurred. 
The state said it will set up 
checkpoints on all roads 
leading into the city. 

Amid all the bloodshed, 
the unlikeliest of heroes 
emerged: a hot dog and 
hamburger vendor who 
kept serving clients from 
his stall underthe overpass, 
even as half-naked bod¬ 
ies dangled by their necks 
nearby.The vendortold the 
newspaper El Universal that 
he heard a body drop with 
a thud onto the roadway, 
but never stopped cooking 
and waiting on customers. 
'They were hanging all over 
the place," the vendor, 
identified as Isidro Garcia, 
told El Universal. "I don't 
focus much on that, I just 
mind my own business.'0 
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luscany Residence Aiuba: 

Standing Out with 100% European Materials & Standards 




NOORD — "Quality convinces", says Bas de Groot, Managing Direc¬ 
tor of Tuscany Residence Aiuba. "We differ from traditional building, 
come on over and see for yourself." Atan A-location, designed in an 
European style with high-quality materials, on properly land and with 
buying possibilities from condos to townhousesto villas, Tuscany Resi¬ 
dence isyourdream come true. And the safest investment 


Within 2.000 feet of the Palm Beach area, which is the place to be 
in the island, and a 15-minute drive to Oranjestad, we find Tuscany 
Residence. The residence (total project contains 4/-180 units) offers 
8 luxuriousTownhouses in beautiful Dutch design up to 2.098ft Prop¬ 
erty land and a total 1.582ft living space. 36 Condos located in three 
buildingsare a wonderful vacation escape ora great investment, it is 
up to you. What about 8 amazing 2-Layer& 3-Layer Villas with 50m2 
pool, stunning Dutch architecture and allure? Ihe landscaping in front 
of the houses is taken care of, keeping the value of the project intact. 
There is 24-hours security by camera'sand a nightguard. 

Quality Lays Beneath 

Tuscany Residence Aruba chose forEuropean quality products to pro¬ 
vide owners with the best durable purchase and low maintenance 
costs. "Windowsand doorsare from Mexim, originally a Belgium prod¬ 
uct, the concrete comes from The Netherlands, the bathrooms are 
delivered by Banjoluxand the kitchen provided by Eurokitchen. 



All these suppliersare known fortheirhigh quality service and products 
and have their representative companies on the island too. We go 
100 %forEuropean standards meaning you will have a guarantee of 
a long-term relationship that isdurable, eco-friendly and trustworthy," 
Bas explains. It is not only what the eye meets when you consider an 
important purchase like realestate, it is essentia I to know whatlaysbe- 
neath. "And very important to mention that this is property land, one 
ofthe lastopportunitiesto achieve thatin thisarea. Even betterwithin 
a residence that keepsyourvalue up, you neverknow whatyoursur- 
roundingswill be like when purchasing outside of a residence." 

Unique Details 

The design ofthe residences town houses, condos and villas is mod¬ 
em butwarm with exceptional details like the stick-out window panes. 
"These provide shadow on the windows, preventing the strong heat 
ofthe sun coming in while maintaining the light flow." Lots of windows 
and sliding doors make the light come in and because ofthe use of 
poured concrete wallsthe isolation isatitsbest. "Everyone iswelcome 
to see the materialsand construction themselves, we can show every¬ 
thing here atourlocation. You may even pick your land." Octoberlst 
will be the delivery ofthe townhousesand community pool. In Novem- 
berfourmore town houseswill be ready and the first villas a re already 
in construction, aimed to be accomplished in March 2020. From the 
eight town houses six have already been sold, the condominiumsgo 
very well too and the villa s a re in demand, says Bas. "Priceswill go up 
in the future, so now is the time to buy while we still have ourpre con¬ 
struction prices running." 

Are you looking fora safe, quiet, residential area where you will meet 
a mixof local and foreign owners? Do you feelfora warm community 
with amenities like wellness, gym, restaurants, pools and this aII within 
a structure where the residence takescare of your property manage¬ 
ment while you are not here? Can the highest European quality and 
solid working structure take away your preoccupations while you are 
home? Than meet us, we are here to convince you with qualityQ 


Tuscany Residence Amba 
Salina Cetca 131, Nootd, Amba 
info@busc a nyiesidenc ea mba .c om 
www.tusc a ny tesidenc ea mba .c om 
RacebookTuscany Residence Amba 
Tel (+297) 280 4664 or (+297) 733 2424 





























Island curiosities and anecdotes of the 18th century tj ig0C | e xxx 


The Reverend Bosch, whose historical untrushworthiness has been men¬ 
tioned befoie, possesses the merits of his demerits. He is a great hand at 
giving most charming descriptions. According his comments here is the 
Aruba of about 1825: 



Pic.l. Oranjestad around 1900 


-"The Arubans are simple, obliging and honest. Ihe engagements they enter 
into in matters of trade, though they undertake to comply with them only by 
word of mouth, are met in the most loyal manner, to which the J ews do not 
make an exception. On other grounds they occasionally quarrel with each 
other, which, of course, is no more than can be expected because of the 
double friction exiting here, partly arising from the smallness of the society to 
which the more prominent persons here are confined, partly from family re¬ 
lations Since they continually intermarry the majority of the more important 
residentsare brothers-in-law orcousins However, I wasgreatly pleased to note 
that a family -estrangement of which I had become aware during one of my 
journeys on Aruba, had ceased to exist on my making the next. Their way of 
life is of the most monotonous; the uniformity of the climate, only varied by a 
rare downpourof rain, is largely contributive to this. With a very few exceptions 
people do not passtheirtime reading, also because they wrongly interpretan 
antique maxim, having been informed by their forefathers that reading may 
drive man insane". 



He.3. A day in life in Curacao in the epoch 


"A vessel arriving from the op¬ 
posite coast periodically breaks 
the monotony of this life and oc- 
casionsan interchange of ques 
tionsand bits of information. An 
arrival from Curacao, however, 
causes a much greater stir, for 
suchtone notonlyprovidesoral 
information, but also brings let¬ 
ters and the Curacao paper. If 
any ofthe inhabitants has been 
himself to Curacao, there is 
much he can tell on his return 
about the great buildings, the 
many carnages, the splendorof 
attire and furniture' nor does he 
omit so speakof how he paid his 
respects to the governor, and 
especially of how cordially he 
has been received by the sec¬ 
retary. He or she would be sure 
to go more frequently to Cura¬ 
cao; but the laborious struggling 
against wind and current in a 
small vessel causes people to 


be afraid ofthe sea". 

"From time of years the com¬ 
mander has been the island's 
oracle and the man in whom all 
powerand authority repose. He 
used to have at hisdisposal, be¬ 
sides two soldiers guarding the 
fort, the so-called captain of 
the Indians, a white native was 
the executor of his commands. 
He settled every dispute, of¬ 
ten even those arising within a 
household. 

On my first visits to Aruba I at¬ 
tended several sessions of the 
Court, whose proceedings 
made me laugh heartily, the 
cases dealt with testifying to the 
simplicity of those in the lower 
stations of life. 


Continued on Rage 15 



He .2. Venezuela in mooring at vessels Schooner Haven 


He A. Woman complaining 
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Open dally lOom lo 4am i J.EJrausquin Blvd #47 
583,5000 - casinoalbmbra,com 


CASINO AND SHOPS 


Win your share of $20,000 in points! 

20 WINNERS EACH DAY 
You can win up to $100 in Points! 

Swipe and play free once daily. Earn 100 Slot Points or 

8 Table Credits and play again - up to 5X each day 
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Earn DOUBLE POINTS 
All Day Long! 


Offering c wide variety of 
Retail & Dining Outlets, 
Salon & Spa Services, 
Souvenirs and more. 


Island curiosities and anecdotes of the 18th century xxx 


Continued from Rage 14 

A woman lodged a complaint with the 
commander against some of her neigh¬ 
bors who had thrown stones at her cot¬ 
tage. She had taken "the corpus delict 
along", a basket full of big stones of the 
kind that is to be found in the environs of 
the bay by the thousand". 

"Another time I heard the commander 
chides somebody and tells him that the 
commandments said a child should hon¬ 
ors its parents. I did not rightly understand 
this allusion believing the man in question 
to be the pa rent for he was over fifty years 
old, but somebody else was fetched, a 
man of seventy or over, who, however, 
wasagile and strong. Thiswasthe real fa¬ 
ther, who had lodged a complaint with 
the commander against his fifty-two or 
fifty-three ear old son- master of a vessel- 
for having called him bad names After 
plaintiff and accused had been heard in 
due form, they were both sentaway with a 
reprimand. The father, asitturned out, was 
not entirely free from blame himself; during 
that quarrel with his son he had been in his 
cups, which was of rather frequent occur¬ 
rence as his craving for rum was increas¬ 
ing ratherthan decreasing with advancing 
years". □ 


Discover an Aruba 
which no other could 
share with you. Discover 
and explore and 
take your experience 
home with you. Our 
renowned indigenous 
and educative session 
has been entertaining 
curious participants 
for decades. Mail us 
at etnianativa03@ 
gmail.com to confirm 
your participation. Our 
facilities and activities 
takes place close 
to your hotels area. 


Pic. 4. VUhen rum, the 
sugarcane champagne of 
piiatesand sailors was in 
abundance 
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Aruba to Me 

ORANJ ESTAD - We would like to portrait you! 
By inviting you to send us your favorite vaca¬ 
tion picture while enjoying our Happy Island. 

Complete the sentence: Aiuba to me is. 

Send your picture with thattext (including your 
name and where you are from) to: news@aru- 
batoday.com and we will publish your vaca¬ 
tion memory. Isn't that a special way to keep 
your best moments alive? Please do note: By 
submitting photos, text or any other materials, 
you give permission to the Aruba loday News¬ 
paper, Caribbean Speed Printers and any of its 
affiliated companies to use said materials, as 
well as names, likeness, etc. for promotional 
purposes without compensation. 

Last but not least: check out our website and 
Facebook page! Thank you forsupporting our 
free newspaper, we strive to make you a hap¬ 
py reader every day again. 

We received thisamazing picture MattO'Brien 
and Lauren Terhune from New Jersey. They 
wrote: 

“Aruba to us is.A Dream come Tiue!!" 

Matt O'Brien and Lauren Terhune got engage¬ 
ment on August 10, 2019 on Palm Beach at 
sunset. A celebration with family and friends 
followed atAzzuro atPlaya Linda Beach Resort. 
Matt and Lauren plan to celebrate their wed¬ 
ding in August of 2020 in Aruba. Aruba has 
been Lauren's family vacation destination for 
the last 10 years and is considered their home 
awayfrom homeO 



Honoring of loyal visitors atthe Aruba 
Marriott Resort & Stellaris Casino 



PALM BEACH — Recently, Kimber¬ 
ley Richardson of the Aruba Tourism 
Authority had the great pleasure 
to honor Aruba's loyal and friendly 
visitors as Distinguished Visitors of 
Aruba. The symbolic Distinguished 
Visitor certificate is presented on 
behalf of the Minister of Tourism, 
as a token of appreciation to the 
guests who visit Aruba 10 years and 
mote consecutively. 

The honorees were Mark Efstratiou 
and his two daughters who have 
been visiting the island for over 10 
yearsconsec utive ly! 


This lovely family stated that they 
love the isla nd very muc h, espec ia I- 
ly for its year-round sunny weather, 
nice sandy beaches, beautiful sun¬ 
sets, delicious variety of foods, and 
the Staff of the Marriot Resort and 
Stella ris Casino. 

Ms. Richardson together with the 
representatives of the Aruba Mar¬ 
riott Resort and Stella ris Casino 
presented the certificates to the 
honorees, and also handed over 
some presents and thanked them 
forchoosing Aruba as their favorite 
vacation destination and as their 
home awayfrom home.Q 
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The day you became my wife was the happiest day in my 
life. 

And for these past30yeais I've grown to love and appreci¬ 
ate you even more. 

Aruba hasalwaysbeen ourspecial place in time, our Home 
away from Home. And being with you to celebrate in Aruba 
has always been wonderful. You are the reason why I am so 
happy. 

Happy 30th Anniversary! I'll always love you. 
love, 

Danny 


Aruba Today congratulates the Happy Couple with their 
30th Anniversary and also Happy Birthday to Danny o 


lb Cathy with Love 
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All-a round winner Simone 
Biles* warts to be announced 
as the all-around winner after 
the senior women's competi¬ 
tion at the 2019 U.& Gymnas¬ 
tics Championships Sunday, 
Aug. 11, 2019, in Kansas City, 
Mo. 

Associated Press 

Simone 
Biles 
soars to 
6th US 
gymnastics 
title 

By VUIIL GRAVES 
AP Sports Wkiber 
KANSAS CITY, Mo. (AP) 

— The choice was entire¬ 
ly hers. Only there really 
wasn't of one for Simone 
Biles to make. 

Sure, she could have taken 
her triple-twisting double¬ 
flip (aka "the triple-dou¬ 
ble") out of her floor exer¬ 
cise routine during the final 
night of the U.S. women's 
gymnastics champion- 
shipson Sunday. She surely 
didn't need it to assure 
herself of another national 
title. 

Still, even as her coach 
Laurent Landi left the op¬ 
tion up to her after the 
Olympic champion's bid to 
become the first woman to 
complete the triple-double 
in competition came up a 
bit short on Friday, he knew 
the answer. 


Cleveland Indians? Carios Santana rounds third base ona grand slam off Minnesota Twins pitcher Taylor Rogers in the 10th inning of 
a baseball game Sunday, Aug. 11, 2019, in Minneapolis. The Indians won 7-3. 


Continued on Rage 23 


Associated Press 
Rage 19 
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Reed wins big events and now just needs to win more 



Patrick Reed tips his cap on the 18th hole as he wins on the Northern Tiust golf toumamentat Lib¬ 
erty National Golf Course, Sunday, Aug. 11, 2019, in Jeisey City, N.J. 

Associated Press 


By DOUG FERGUSON 

APGolf Writer 

JERSEY CITY, N.J. (AP) — 

Patrick Reed still hasn't 
reached top five in the 
world. 

He is a Masters champi¬ 
on. He won a World Golf 
Championship five years 
ago, when he first said he 
felt he was among the top 
five in golf. He now hastwo 
victories in the opening 
FedEx Cup playoff event, 
which can make a caseas 
having one ofthe strongest 
fieldsofthe yearthisside of 
a major. 

It's what happens in be¬ 
tween these big wins that is 
holding him back. 

A lot of golf. Not a lot of tro¬ 
phies. 

Dating to his victory at Ka- 
palua in the Tournament 
of Champions to start the 
2015 season, Reed had 
played 148 times world¬ 
wide with just two victories 
One of those came with a 
green jacket from Augusta 
National. That makes up for 
a lot. 

Reed ended another long 
drought Sunday when he 
rallied from a two-shot 
deficit in the final hour to 
win The Northern Trust. It 
was timely because it as¬ 
sured him a spot in the Tour 
Championship and raised 
hisoddsof having a shotat 
the $15 million prize for the 
FedExCup. 

It a Iso wasoverdue. 


The victory ended a 
drought of 41 tournaments 
over 16 months since the 
2018 Masters, his most re¬ 
cent victory. It wasn't from 
a lackofeffort. 

"Idon'tlike long gaps,"Reed 
said after his one-shot vic¬ 
tory. "It's not fun, you know 
what I mean? I've always 
played to win golf tourna¬ 
ments. I've always wanted 
to compete to win. I'm not 
really satisfied with a sec¬ 
ond, third, fourth, 10th. ... 
You'll have good finishes in 
there, but as a competitor, 
you askany ofthe guysout 
here in the top 10,15 in the 
world, they would rather 


win a golf tournament than 
have eight second places" 
Reed showed the kind of 
game at Liberty National 
that makes him believe so 
much in what he can do. 
He lost an early lead Sun¬ 
day at The Northern Trust. 
Even with his caddie chas¬ 
ing off geese from the 
13th fairway, he failed to 
birdie the par 5 and was 
two shots behind with time 
running out and not many 
birdie holes left. And then 
he seized control with a lit¬ 
tle imagination and plenty 
of grit. 

It started with a pitching 
wedge to a back right pin 


on the par-3 14th, which 
he hit so perfectly that it 
caught the ridge and fed 
down to 8 feet fora birdie. 
That was important be¬ 
cause J on Rahm, who had 
a two-shot lead, and just 
made bogey on the 14th. 
Reed said his caddie — 
brother-in-law Kessler Kara- 
in — told him, 'You have to 
have him feel that bogey." 
On the next hole, Reed 
kept the momentum and 
the lead by saving parwith 
a 10-foot putt. And then he 
drilled his tee shot about 25 
yardsshortof the 296-ya rd 
16th hole with water down 
the right side, pitched that 


to 4 feet to a front pin and 
made another birdie. 

Then, it was a matter of 
holding off Abraham An- 
cer, and Reed was holding 
another trophy. 

Winning is hard. Winning is 
what matters. What keeps 
Reed from the elite in golf 
— no matter how much he 
pumps his fists when play¬ 
ing for the flag in the Ryder 
Cup or Presidents Cup — is 
winning with more regular¬ 
ity. 

That's what makes the top 
five in the world stand out. 
Brooks Koepka has won 
each of the last six years, 
including four of the last 10 
majors. Dustin J ohnson has 
gone only one yearwithout 
winning on the PGA Tour 
since he turned pro. J ustin 
Rose is on his 10th straight 
year winning on the PGA 
Tour. Rory Mcllroy only had 
one drought, and one year 
without a title starting in 
2009. Rahm is just starting 
out, but he hassixwinsin his 
three full yea rs as a pro. 

For Reed, this is the next 
step. 'The longer that time 
period is in between wins, 
it just makes it tougher," 
he said. "I was pushing too 
hard and wastrying harder 
and all of a sudden, it was 
going the wrong direc¬ 
tion. My team was smart 
enough to tell me to back 
off, shut it down and reset 
and get clear, because we 
can finish the year right. □ 


Suzann Retteisen handed 
Solheim Cup wild cavd 



In this Thursday, J uly 13, 2017 file photo, Suzann Pettersen, of 
Norway, watches her tee shot on the ninth hole during the fiist 
round ofthe U.S Women's Open Golf tournament; in Bedminster, 
N.J. 

Associated Ftess 


GLEN EAGLES, Scotland 
(AP) — Norway's Suzann 
Pettersen was given a Sol¬ 
heim Cup wild card Mon¬ 
day despite having played 
just two tournaments since 


November2017. 

Pettersen will make her 
ninth appearance in the 
Solheim Cup atGleneagles 
next month. She was origi¬ 
nally appointed one of Eu¬ 


ropean captain Catriona 
M a tthew's vie e-c a pta ins. 

"I was ho no red to be a vice¬ 
captain but I would much 
rather play," the 38-year- 
old Pettersen said. 

Matthew also gave wild 
cards to France's Celine 
Boutier and English pair 
Bronte Law and J odi Ewart 
Shadoff to complete the 
12-strong team which will 
try to avoid a third straight 
defeatto the United States 
The Americans have domi¬ 
nated the Solheim Cup, 
winning 10 out of 15 edi¬ 
tions, but Europe has won 


both times the event has 
been staged in Scotland, 
at Dalmahoy in 1992 and 
Loch Lomond in 2000. 
Pettersen, a two-time ma¬ 
jor winner, took time off in 
2018 to have a baby. She 
only returned to action last 
month, partnering Matthew 
in the Dow Great Lakes Bay 
Invitational in Michigan 
where they missed the cut. 
"It's been a different role 
for me the last two years," 
Pettersen said. "My life has 
changed a lot, forthe bet¬ 
ter, but I've missed golf and 
am very happy to be back 


in competition ... It's a mas¬ 
sive honor for me to be 
here and I can't wait, this is 
what I love. I feel like I was 
bom forthis." 

The eight automatic quali¬ 
fiers for the Europe team 
— Anne Van Dam, Char¬ 
ley Hull, Georgia Hall, Car- 
Iota Ciganda, Caroline 
Hedwall, Azahara Munoz, 
Caroline Masson and Anna 
Nordqvist — were finalized 
after last week's Scottish 
Open. 

U.S. captainj uli Inskterisset 
to name her team at the 
end ofthe monthO 
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Santana hits grand 
slam as Indians 
beat Twins 7-3 



Cleveland Indians? Carios Santana, center, is welcomed by pinch tunner Oscar Meicado, rights 
Santana scores on his grand slam off Minnesota Twins pitcherlaylor Rogers in the 10th inning ofa 
baseball game Sunday, Aug. 11,2019, in Minneapolis Hie Indians won 7- 3. At left is Twins cate her 
Mitch Garver. 

Associated Press 


By The Assoc iated Press 
MINNEAPOUS(AP) — C a rlos 
Santana hit a grand slam 
in the 10 th inning, and the 
Cleveland India ns beat the 
Minnesota Twins7-3on Sun¬ 
day to win the four-game 
series and forge another tie 
forthe ALCentral lead. The 
Twins tied the game with 
four hits in a two-run ninth 
against Brad Hand (5-3), us¬ 
ing a single by Luis Arraez 
and a double by Marwin 
Gonzalez to extend the 
game. 

As pinch-runner Ehire Adri- 
anza tried to score the 
winning run from first base, 
left fielder Tyler Naquin 
grabbed the ball off the 
bounce from the wall and 
zipped a throw to shortstop 
Francisco Lindor, whose 
relay home was in perfect 
position for catcher Kevin 
Plawecki to tag Adrianza 
with ease. 

Twins closer Taylor Rog¬ 
ers (2-3) allowed a single, 
a walk and another single 
on a bunt by Greg Allen to 
load the bases with none 
outforSantana, who quick¬ 
ly erased the late-inning 
drama with one big swing. 
The Twins and Indians play 
six more times, all in Sep¬ 
tember. 


ORIOLES 8, ASTROS 7 

BALTIMORE (AP) — Rio Ruiz 
hit a two-run homer with 
two outs in the ninth inning, 
and the Orioles stopped 
the Astros' eight-game win 
streak. 

Houston scored three runs 
in the top of the ninth to go 
up 7-5 before the Orioles 
answered in the bottom 
half against Roberto Osuna 
(3-3). After Chris Davis hit a 
sacrifice fly, Chance Sisco 
was at first base when Ruiz 
launched a 2-2 pitch over 
the right-field wall. 

Coming off a 23-2 defeat 
less than 24 hours earlier, 
Baltimore took the lead in 
the fifth against 2011 Cy 
Young Award winnerJ ustin 
Verlander, blew the advan¬ 
tage and then mounted an 
improbable rally to end a 
five-game skid. 

Richard Bleier (3-0) got 
three outs forthe win. 
YANKEES 1, BLUE j AYSO 
TORONTO (AP) — Masahiro 
Tanaka and A no Id is Chap¬ 
man combined on a four- 
hitter for New York, and 
Brett Gardner hit an RBI 
double in the fifth inning. 
Tanaka ( 8 - 6 ) allowed three 
hits, struck out four and 
walked none. The right¬ 
hander was pulled after 


Brandon Drury singled to 
begin the ninth. 

Chapman came on to 
face pinch-hitter Vladimir 
Guerrero Jr., who fell be¬ 
hind 0 - 2 , worked back to 
a full count, hit a foul ball 
off the fifth deck and finally 
grounded into a double 
play to end the 13-pitch 
encounter. 

Chapman gave up a sin¬ 
gle to Bo Bichette, and 
then fanned Cavan Big - 
gio to earn his AL-leading 
31st save. Blue Jays right¬ 
hander Trent Thornton (4-8) 
struck out six in six innings 
Sam Gaviglio followed with 
three scoreless innings. 
RAYS1, MARINERS 0 
SEATTLE (AP) — Tampa 


Bay's Ryan Yarbrough 
came within an out of his 
first career shutout, and Eric 
Sogard homered. 
Yarbrough (11-3) retired his 
final 14 batters and struck 
out eight while throwing 8 
2/3 innings of three-hit ball. 
He was replaced after 99 
pitches by Emilio Pagan, 
who retired pinch-hitter 
Omar Narvaez for his third 
save of the series and 12 th 
overall. 

Tampa Bay has won 10 of 
12 to remain in position for 
the second ALwild card. 
Sogard hit his 13th homer 
in the fourth against Wade 
LeBlanc ( 6 - 6 ). 

ATHLETICS 2, WHITE SOX 0 
CHICAGO (AP) — Chris 


Bassittthrew seven sharp in- 
ningsand Matt Olson hom¬ 
ered, leading Oakland to 
the victory. 

Bassitt (8-5) permitted four 
hits, struck out seven and 
walked two. Liam Hendriks 
struck out two in the ninth 
for his 12th save in 17 op¬ 
portunities. 

Chicago right-hander Lu¬ 
cas Gio lito (12-6) struck out 
a career-high 13 in six in¬ 
nings. The All-Star allowed 
two runs and five hits. 

The White Sox had won five 
of seven. The A's went 3-3 
during theirweek in Chica¬ 
go, dropping two of three 
against the Cubs before 
splitting theirfirsttwo on the 
South Side.Q 


Red Sox place rookie INF 
C ha vis on injured list (shoulder) 



Boston Red Sox second baseman Michael Chavis (23) makes 
a diving catch ofa fly ball by Kansas City Royals? blunter Dozier 
during the eighth inning ofa baseball game at Fenway Rark in 
Boston, Tuesday, Aug. 6, 2019. 

Associated Press 


By TDM WITHERS 
AP Sports WHter 
C LEVELAND (AP) — M ic ha e I 

Chavis played through 
the pain for as long as he 
could. 

On Monday, the Red Sox 
rookie finally gave in. 

Boston placed the versatile 
Chavis on the 10 -day in¬ 
jured list with a sprained left 
shoulder he sustained re¬ 
cently while trying to make 
a diving catch. 

One of the AL's top first- 
year players, Chavis has 18 
homersand 58RBIs,second 
most to Mets slugger Pete 
Alonso among rookies But 


he's been in a slump, bat¬ 
ting .156 (5 for 32) in his last 
11 games, and the shoul¬ 
der injury explains Chavis' 
recent slide."It stinks," said 
Chavis, adding the pain 
is most severe when the 
swings a bat. "I want to 
be out there and help the 
team, but if I can't do my 
part it's tough." 

Red Sox manager Alex 
Cora didn't want to put a 
timetable on when Chavis 
will return. He won't swing a 
batforfive orsixdays. 

"It makes sense for him to 
get healthy," Cora said. 
"He tried to play through it. 


It's one of those things we 
have to manage now." 

The Red Sox also recalled 
right-hander Travis La- 
kins and infielder Marco 
Hernandez from Triple-A 
Pawtucket. 

The moves were an¬ 
nounced before the Red 
Sox opened a three-game 
series at Progressive Field. 
The defending World Series 
champions have lost 11 of 
14 and are I 6 V 2 games be¬ 
hind first-place New York in 
the AL East and 7 V 2 back 
fora wild-card spot. 

Chavis' home run and RBI 
totalsarethe most by a Red 


Soxrookie since Ellis Burks hit 
20 home runs with 59 RBIs 
in 1987. Chavis played first 
base (49 games), second 
(45), and third (five). 

The 24-year-old Chavis said 
it's important to stay up¬ 
beat while he'sout. 


"If you getaway from some¬ 
thing you can clear your 
mind," said the first-round 
pick in 2014. "I'm a positive 
person, so I'm trying to find 
a positive in all this That's 
one of the things I'm look¬ 
ing at.'Q 
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Catch your own dinner with Driftwood! 

Motto at Driftwood Restaurant: Hook and Cook your Own Fish! 



Oranjestad- Rennaissance 
Marina Downtown is home to 
the Driftwood Fishing Charters, 
the successful fishermen of the 
established seafood restaurant 
Driftwood. Herby senior and 
Herby Junior both share a 
passion and love for fishing. 
They know what the local 
waters have to offer and what 
fresh fish really means. Over 30 
years ago, the idea for the 
fishing charter was bom. 


Captain Herby would catch the 
fish to be served at the restau¬ 
rant the same day. That 
concept still lives, what is 
'hooked' during the day is 
cooked in the evening at the 
restaurant. 

Herby shares his experience 
with his crew, who take out 
guests daily on their tourna¬ 
ment rigged 35ft twin engine 


Bertram "Driftwood" or on their 
more spacious 37ft twin 
engine Bertram called "Living 
Easy". Both yachts are available 
for charters from Sam to 12 
noon, or from 1 to 5pm [6-hour 
trips also available]. To book a 
fishing charter visit 
wwwdriftwoodfishingcharters 
.com or call Herbert direct at 
[2 97)-5924040. 




Have an authentic seafood dining 
experience at Driftwood Restau¬ 
rant, situated in the characteristic 
downtown Oranjestad. This com¬ 
fortable downtown restaurant 
has a long tradition (30 years) of 
serving the freshest fish, the 
biggest shrimp, and the most 
succulent Caribbean Lobster. 
Opening Hours: 5:00pm to 
10.30pm {dosed on Sundays) 

For reservations visit 
www.driftwoodaruba.com or call 
(297}-S832515 

Address: Kll pstraat 12. Oranjestad, 
Aruba 


Murray loses in first round at C inc innati in singles return 



Andy Murray, of Britain, hits a forehand volley against Rich¬ 
ard Gasquet of Ranee, during fiist-round play at the Western 
& Southern Open tennis tournament Monday, Aug. 12, 2019, in 
Mason, Ohio. 

Associated Press 


MASON, Ohio (AP) — Andy 
Murray moved well in hisfirst 
singles match since Janu¬ 
ary, but not well enough to 
move on — even to the U.S. 
Open. 

Using a bottomless arse¬ 
nal of drop shots, Richard 
Gasquet snapped a five- 
match losing streak a gainst 
M urra y with a 6-4, 6-4 win in 
the first round of the West¬ 


ern & Southern Open on 
Monday. 

The singles match was Mur¬ 
ray's first since a painful exit 
from the Australian Open 
that had him thinking his 
career might be over. The 
three-time Grand Slam 
champion underwent a 
second hip surgery on J an. 
28, receiving metal implants 
that helped eliminate the 


pain that had hobbled 
him for a long time. Mur¬ 
ray played doubles in sev¬ 
eral tournaments, including 
Wimbledon with Serena 
Williams and at Washington 
with brother J amie, before 
deciding to try singles at 
Cincinnati, where he is a 
two-time champion. 

"I don't really know what I 
was expecting, to be hon¬ 
est," Murray said. "I think I 
did OK. I think there was a 
lot of things I would like to 
have done better in the 
match, but, you know, you 
also have to be somewhat 
realistic, as well, in terms of 
what you can expect in 
terms of how you actually 
play and hit the ball. 

"I think physically, you 
know, my legs were a little 
bit heavy at the end of the 
match in comparison to 
maybe what they normal¬ 
ly would be if you played, 
you know, a bunch." 

The U.S. Open's wild-card 
timing led Murray to de¬ 
cide against playing in 


New York. 

'We were hoping to may¬ 
be hold a wild card until a 
little bit closer to the time 
to see how I feel and get 
some matches, hopefully, 
and a bit of practice, but 
they were announcing the 
wild cardstodayand didn't 
want to wait," he said. 

The 32-year-old's rust was 
evident as he double-fault¬ 
ed on hisfirst serve, but he 
recovered to last 1 hour, 36 
minutes with no apparent 
health issues 

'When he drop-shotted, 
there was a few times I 
didn't even run to the ball, 
didn't react to it, and that's 
nothing to do with my hip," 
Murray said. 'That's just 
me not running fora ball, 
which I did do that better 
at the end of the match. I 
reacted and got to a few 
and won points" 
Top-seeded Novak Djokov- 
ic and third-seeded Roger 
Federerremain in the men's 
draw. It's the first tourna¬ 
ment for both players since 


their five-set final at Wim¬ 
bledon, won by Djokovic in 
a match considered one of 
the greatest in history. 

The other member of the 
Big Three, Rafael Nadal, 
withdrew from the Masters 
event, citing fatigue after 
he won the Rogers Cup in 
Montreal on Sunday. 

The women's Rogers Cup 
champion, Canadian Bi¬ 
anca Andreescu, also with¬ 
drew from Cine innati to rest 
forthe U.S. Open. Andrees 
cu won in Toronto afterSer- 
ena Williams retired with 
back problems. 

Gasquet will play fourth- 
seeded Dominic Thiem in 
the second round. 

Marin Cilic became the 
first seeded player to lose 
when 39th-ranked Radu Al- 
botbeatthe 14th seed 6-4, 
7-6 (6) in Monday'sopening 
round. 

In the women's draw, 14th- 
seeded Johanna Konta 
was upset by qualifier Re¬ 
becca Peterson 6-3, 3-6, 
7-50 
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Cabrera stings Mets> Nats hold on tD end NY's streak, 7-4 



Washington Nationals' Asdiubal Cabrera (13) watches as New York Mets starting pitcherj acob deGrom loses control of the ball on 
a throwing enor by fiist baseman Pete Alonso during the first inning of a baseball game Sunday, Aug. 11, 2019, in New York. Three 
luns scored on the play. 

Associated Press 


By The Assoc iated ness 
NBA/YORK (AP) — Asd rubai 
Cabrera hit a tiebreaking 
two-run double against his 
former team, and the Na¬ 
tionals stopped the Mets' 
eight-game win streak. 
Nationals star Juan Soto 
was injured on Cabrera's 
bases-loaded hit in the sev¬ 
enth inning. Soto went from 
first to third but sprained 
his right ankle after getting 
a late stop sign from third 
base coach Bob Henley. 
The team said he is day to 
day after X-rays were neg¬ 
ative. 

Victor Robles replaced 
Soto and ho me red off Ed¬ 
win Diaz in the ninth. 

Sean Doolittle pitched a 
perfect ninth for his 26th 
save two nights after blow¬ 
ing a three-run lead in the 
final inning. The Nats bull¬ 
pen had blown five con¬ 
secutive save chances at 
Citi Field priorto Sunday. 
The Mets dropped 1 1/2 
games behind Washington 
forthe top NLwild card. 
Jeff McNeil had two hits 
and two RBIs, and Robert 
Gsellman (2-3) got the loss. 
DODGERS 9, DIAMOND- 
BACKS 3 

LOS ANGELES (AP) — Jus¬ 
tin Turner hit two of Los 
Angeles' four homers and 
Hyun-J in Ryu pitched seven 
scoreless innings of five-hit 
ball. 

Turner and Cody Bellinger 
hit back-to-back homers in 
the first inning asthe Dodg¬ 
ers finished 8-2 on a 10- 
game homestand. 

Ryu (12-2) made a seam¬ 
less return from a 10-day 
stint on the injured list with 
minor neck stiffness. The 
majors' ERA leader didn't 
give up a hit until the fourth 
inning, and he pitched out 
of jams in the fifth and sixth 
while lowering his EFIA to 
1.45. 

Eduardo Escobarand Nick 
Ahmed homered for Ari¬ 
zona. Mike Leake (9-9) was 
charged with eight runs in 
five innings 
CUBS6, REDS3 
CINCINNATI (AP) — Kris 
Bryant capped Chicago's 
four-run seventh with a 
three-run homer, and the 
Cubs topped the Reds for 
a split of their four-game 
series. 

Ian Happ added a solo 


drive in the eighth asthe NL 
Central leaders recovered 
after falling behind 3-0 in 
the fifth. David Phelps (1-0) 
pitched a perfect sixth for 
the win, and Pedro Strop 
got three outs for his 10th 
save. 

Bryant, Happ, Jason Hey¬ 
ward and Nicholas Castel¬ 
lanos each had two hits for 
the Cubs, who lost 10-1 on 
Saturday. 

Eugenio Suarez homered 
forthe third straight game 
and rookie sensation Aris¬ 
tides Aquino had a run¬ 
scoring single, but Cin¬ 
cinnati's bullpen faltered 
after All-Star Luis Castillo 
was pulled in the seventh. 
Michael Lorenzen (0-3) got 
the loss. 

BRAVES 5, MARLINS 4 

MIAMI (AP) — Ronald 
Acuna J r. hit his 33rd hom¬ 
er and sixth in as many 
games, helping Atlanta get 
the win. 

Ender Inciarte hit a three- 
run shot for the NL East¬ 
leading Braves. Mike 
Foltynewicz (4-5), making 
his second start since be¬ 
ing recalled from Triple-A 
Gwinnett, allowed fourruns 
in six innings 

Luke Jackson pitched a 
scoreless ninth despite al¬ 
lowing three hits, earning 
his 18th save in 25chances. 
The Braves split the four- 


games series and finished 
the year8-2 at Marlins Park. 
Miami's Hector Noesf (0-2) 
allowed five runs in six in¬ 
nings in his second start of 
the season and remained 
winless since 2014. 

RANG ERS1, BREWERS O 
MILWAUKEE (AP) — Mike 
Minor struck out 11 in eight 
innings, and Texas avoided 
a seriessweep. 

Minor (11-6) allowed four 
hits and walked one. Jose 
Leclerc finished the four- 
hitterforhiseighth save, se¬ 
curing Texas' second win in 
in six games 

Milwaukee star Chris 
tian Yelich missed his fifth 
straight start due to back 
stiffness, but the reigning 
NL MVP batted for reliever 
Alex Claudio in the eighth. 
The sold-out crowd of 
44,411 greeted Yelich with 
M-V-P chants but the slug¬ 
ger struck out. 

Isia h Kine r-Fa lefa's sa c rific e 
fly off Jordan Lyles (7-8) in 
the seventh accounted for 
the game'sonly run. 
Milwaukee had won five 
in a row. The Brewers 
dropped 2% games back 
of NL Central-leading Chi¬ 
cago, which rallied for a 
win at Cincinnati. 
CARDINALS 11, PIRATES 9 
ST. LOUIS (AP) — Lane 
Thomas hit a go-ahead 
grand slam for St. Louis in 


the seventh inning. 

Paul Go Id schmidt and Dex¬ 
ter Fowleralso homered as 
the Cardinals rallied from 
an 8-4 deficit to sweep 
the three-game series and 
move into second in the NL 
Central, two gamesbehind 
the Cubs. 

John Gant (8-0) tossed a 
scoreless seventh for the 
win. Andrew Miller earned 
his fourth save in six tries. 
Josh Bell had two homers 
and four RBIs for Pittsburgh, 
which haslosteightstra ight. 
Pablo Reyes added a solo 
shot in the ninth. 

Kyle C ric k (3-7) got the loss. 
ROC KIES 8, PADRES 3 
SAN DIEGO (AP) — Yonder 
Alonso hit his 100th career 
homer during Colorado's 
four-run sixth inning, and 
the Rockies snapped a 
five-game losing streak. 

The Roc kies won for just the 
seventh time in 26 games. 
They are 13-31 since June 
21 . 

Colorado's German 

Marquez (11-5) permitted 
three runs and five hits in 
eight innings He also hit an 
RBI single in the sixth. 
Francisco Mejia homered 
in the second for San Di¬ 
ego, and rookie J osh Nay¬ 
lor connected in the third. 
Craig Stammen (6-6) got 
the loss. 

Pad res rookie Fernando Ta- 


tisj r. went0for4to end his 
14-game hitting streak. 
GIANTS 9, PHI LUES 6 

SAN FRANCISCO (AP) — 
Kevin Pillar hit a tiebreak¬ 
ing triple that scored Evan 
Longoria with two out in 
the bottom of the eighth 
inning, closer Will Smith fol¬ 
lowed with a two-run single 
in hisfirstcareerat-batand 
San Francisco rallied to 
beat Philadelphia. 

Scooter Gennett homered 
into McCovey Cove and 
Mike Yastrzemski also went 
deep to help the Giants 
take three of four from the 
Phillies. Longoria had three 
hitsand Pillarhad two. 
Cesar Hernandez had 
three hitsand two RBIs for 
Philadelphia. Bryce Harper 
drove in a pairof runs 
Longoria singled leading 
off the eighth against Jose 
Alvarez (3-3) and went to 
second on a wild pitch with 
two outs Pillar, who had an 
RBI single in the third, fol¬ 
lowed with a drive into the 
gap in right-center off Nick 
Pivetta. 

After Brandon Crawford 
was intentionally walked 
and stole second, Smith 
blooped a 3-1 pitch into 
right fie Id to score Pillar and 
Crawford asthe crowd at 
Oracle Park roared. 

Smith (4-0) retired five bat¬ 
ters and earned the win.Q 











In this April 25, 2018, file photo, NCAA headquarters in India¬ 
napolis is viewed. 

Associated Press 


NCAA amends agent 
titles Id no longer 
lequiie college degiee 


INDIANAPOLIS (AP) — The 

NCAA has backtracked on 
new certification standards 
and will no longer require 
a bachelor's degree fora 
sports agent to represent 
Division I men's basketball 
playerswho declare forthe 
NBA draft while maintain¬ 
ing college eligibility. 

The requirement drew criti¬ 
cism last week when the 
certification standards 
were revealed, including 
a social media blast by 
NBA starLeBronJ ames. Ihe 
requirement was quickly 
dubbed the "Rich Paul 
Rule"in reference to J ames 1 
agent, who does not have 
a college degree. 

The NCAA announced 
Monday it would amend 
the standards so bach¬ 
elor's degrees would not 
be required foragentscur- 
rently certified and in good 
standing with the NBA play¬ 
ers union. Ihe NCAA had 
said last week it modeled 
its rules after those of the 
National Basketball Players 
Association. 

"We have been made 
aware of several current 
agents who have appro¬ 
priately represented former 
student-athletesintheirpro- 
fessional quest and whom 
the (NBPA) has granted 
waivers of its bachelor's 
degree requirement," the 
NCAA said in a statement. 
'While specific individuals 
were not considered when 


developing our process, 
we respect the NBPA's de¬ 
termination of qualification 
and have amended our 
certification criteria." The 
NCAA rule permitting play¬ 
ers to obtain an agent yet 
still return to school after 
withdrawing from the draft 
was part of recommenda- 
tionsfromthe Condoleezza 
Rice-led Commission on 
College Basketball, which 
was formed in response to 
a federal corruption investi¬ 
gation into the sport. 

The change tookplace last 
August, and the first play¬ 
ers to take advantage of 
the rule did so in the spring. 
They were permitted to sign 
with an agent certified by 
the NBPA — which was the 
stopgap standard until the 
NCAA put together its own 
certification requirements 
— though they had to ter¬ 
minate the deal if they de¬ 
cided to withdraw from the 
draft and return to school. 
The amended policy still 
requires the agent to be 
certified by the NBPA for 
at least three consecutive 
years, as well as taking an 
in-person examination, 
going through a back¬ 
ground check and paying 
required fees. In its release 
last week, the NCAA said 
agents would pay a $250 
application fee and an an¬ 
nua I $1,250 certification fee 
separate from NBPA certifi¬ 
cation requirementsO 




In this Aug. 25, 2012, file photo, driver Tony Stewart throws his helmet at Matt Kenseth's car after 
the two collided during a NASCAR Sprint Cup Seriesauto race at Bristol MotorSpeedway in Bristol, 
Tenn. 


Bristol needs "cage rattling 11 
to spark playoff push 


CHARLOTTE, N.C. (AP) — It 

was 20 years ago when 
Dale Earnhardt Sr. spun 
Terry Labonte to win a Sat¬ 
urday night race at Bristol 
MotorSpeedway. 

Earnhardt was chasing 
the trophy — the playoffs 
didn't exist, no stages, no 
bonus points — and The 
Intimidator simply wanted 
the victory. Labonte had 
squeezed past Earnhardt 
to momentarily take the 
lead and Earnhardt imme¬ 
diately spun him out of his 
way. 

The crowd at the packed 
Bristol bullring jeered Earn¬ 
hardt's aggressive move, 
and the seven-time cham¬ 
pion dismissed the criticism. 
"Didn't mean to really turn 
him around, meantto rattle 
his cage, though," said an 
unapologetic Earnhardt. 
Two decades later, there is 
so much more on the line 
as NASCAR returns to Bris¬ 
tol on the anniversary of 
one of the mostfamousfin- 
ishes in series history. There 
are only three races left to 
make the playoffs and only 
nine drivers have locked in 
their slots. J immie J ohnson 
is on the outside of the top 
16, desperately trying to 
workhisway into a chance 
to race fora record eighth 
championship. 

As NASCAR looks back — 
fondly, no doubt — on that 
hot summer night show¬ 
down between a pair of 
Hall of Farriers, perhaps 


there needs to be a whole 
lot more cage rattling at 
this stage of the season. 
Bristol, particula rly itsAugust 
race around the 0.533-mile 
concrete, gladiator-style 
oval, was always one of 
the toughest tickets in NAS 
CAR and boasted 55 con¬ 
secutive sellouts from 1982 
through 2010. The trackac- 
commodated 30,000 fans 
at the start of the streak, 
but expanded as most 
NASCARpromotersdid dur¬ 
ing the 1990s to an obese 
161,000 seats bee a use fans 
were pouring through the 
gates in record numbersat 
venues a cross the country. 
When the 2008 econom¬ 
ic crisis began, and fans 
were no longer willing to 
pay inflated prices for ho¬ 
tels along the Tennessee/ 
Virginia line, the crowd be¬ 
gan to dwindle. The sellout 
streak ended two years 
later, Bristol's great Colise¬ 
um has removed roughly 
20,000 seats since and the 
track didn't even bother 
selling tickets in the turns for 
the spring race in April. In a 
cruel twist, the Darrell Wal- 
trip grandstand was closed 
on the same weekend the 
12-time Bristol winner an¬ 
nounced his retirement as 
Fox Sports' longtime ana¬ 
lyst. The cost of a weekend 
at Bristol — the get-in price 
on the track website Mon- 
daywas$80and lodging is 
typically $300 or more per 
night at nearby motels — 


has certainly harmed at¬ 
tendance for the former 
bucket list sporting event at 
a track that marketed itself 
asthe site of a raging tem¬ 
pest where drivers could 
lose theircool and explode 
in anger. J eff Gordon once 
shoved Matt Kenseth, Tony 
Stewart threw a helmet, 
middle fingersare the com¬ 
mon form of communica¬ 
tion and tempers are typi¬ 
cally atthe boiling point. 

Of course, fans can ar¬ 
gue the racing just isn't the 
same a sit was in 1999 when 
Earnhardt used his bumper 
to win a race. First came al¬ 
terations to the Bristol track 
surface. Then drivers be¬ 
came scared of upsetting 
a sponsorwith bad behav¬ 
ior. NASCAR's rules pack¬ 
age has since eliminated 
many of the opportunities 
forthe bumping and bang¬ 
ing that made the sport so 
popular. 

Drivers also don't want the 
drama that comes with a 
feud. Johnson and Ryan 
Blaney found themselves 
embroiled in a weeklong 
saga after the two made 
contact two races ago, 
J ohnson felt Blaney showed 
a lack of respect, and 
Blaney didn't back down 
from his position. It took a 
conversation over beers to 
smooth thingsout between 
the two, but it was a head¬ 
ache neither wanted as 
they jockey forberths in the 
16-driver playoff field. □ 
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Simone Biles c ompetes in the floor exetc ise during the senior women's c ompetition atthe 2019 U.S 
GymnasticsChampionships Sunday, Aug. 11,2019, in KansasCity, Mo. 

Associated Press 


Continued from Rage 17 

Spend enough time in the 
gym around the 22-year- 
old who is redefining what's 
possible in hersportone ex¬ 
hilarating routine at a time 
and it quickly becomes 
evident that sidestepping 
a challenge isn't really her 
thing. 

So she threw it at the end 
of herfirsttumbling pass, fu¬ 
eled by adrenaline, ambi¬ 
tion and otherworldly skill. 
When the dizzying com¬ 
bination ended with her 
feet firmly on the floor — if 
barely in bounds — the jolt 
through the packed arena 
was palpable. Ihe smile 
on her face unmistakable. 
And the competition — just 
like it has been for six years 
and counting whenever 
Biles is involved — wasover. 
The triple-double served as 
the exclamation point on 
her sixth national champi¬ 
onship. Her two-day total 
of 118.500 was nearly five 
points clear of 16-year-old 
Sunisa Lee in second and 
more almost seven points 
ahead of third-place finish¬ 
er G ra c e McCallum. 

Yet Biles doesn't pay too 
much attention to the 
margin or her scores for 
that matter. She's been a 
fixture atop the podium 
for six years and count¬ 
ing. Attempting to find the 
boundariesof herimmense 
talent is what drives her. 

It's why she got so angry 
after putting both hands 
down as she tried to land 
the triple-double on Fri¬ 
day. It's why she never 
thought about ditching it 
on Sunday. And it's why 
she sneaked a peek at her 
phone while rotating from 
floor to balance beam, 
typically a no-no during 


a meet. Well, at least for 
anyone not named Simone 
Biles. "I wanted to see how 
it looked,"she said. 

Here's a word: historic. 

"It's like she hit a hole in one 
and we were aIIthere,"USA 
Gymnastics high perfor¬ 
mance directorTom Forster 
said. "It'sa big deal and we 
all know it. No one in the 
world has done it before in 
the women and actually, 
she doesitbetterthan most 
of the men who have done 
it. She should be super ex¬ 
cited a bout that." 

She was When Bilesfinished 
off a two-hour showcase 
that highlighted how wide 
the gulf between herself 
and the rest of the world 
has become by drilling her 
dismount on uneven bars: 
she danced. 

Well,sortof. Bilesgave Landi 
a relieved high-five before 
sticking out hertongue and 
waving herarmsasshe ran 
to hug the rest of competi¬ 
tors in herrotation. 

Ihe angerof Friday night — 
when she openly seethed 
after shorting the triple¬ 
double and making a bit 
of a mess on bars — was 
gone. 

"I was a lot happiertoday," 
Biles said. "I feel I haven't 
been as confident on bars 
this yea r a s I wa s la st yea r. 
To finally do a good routine 
like I can do it, I was really 
happy. I was very happy 
and the last event, so I 
was like, 'lhank God we're 
done.'" 

For now anyway. Biles is 
two months away from a 
trip to the world champion¬ 
ships— where her20 med¬ 
als are tied for the most by 
a female gymnast — and 
a year away from a return 
to the Olympics She was a 


sensation in 2016, cement¬ 
ing herstatusasone ofthe 
besteverwith two weeksof 
gymnastics that came as 
close to perfection as the 
sport allows. 

A year to go before a re¬ 
turn trip to the games, Biles 
is even better. And really, 
it's not close. 

"She's a freaking beast," 
said MyKayla Skinner, an al¬ 
ternate on the 2016 Olym¬ 
pic team who clinched a 
spot on the national team 
by finishing eighth. "Like, I 
don't even understand. I 
always ask her, 'Do you re¬ 
alize how good you are?' 
And she's like 'Yeah, but I 
don't know.' Itjustcomesso 
naturally, it'samazing." 

In a sport that sometimes 
forces athletes to choose 
between skill and execu¬ 
tion, Biles doesn't have to. 
She not only puts together 
the most difficult routines in 


the world, she does them 
better than anyone else. 
Biles won floor, balance 
beam and vault and fin¬ 
ished third on bars even 
with her"meh"seton Friday. 
'She does stuff that I never 
thought people could do," 
Lee sa id. 

Lee and 2017 world cham¬ 
pion Morgan Hurd were 
the only women in the field 
to place ahead of Biles on 
any event, finishing one- 
two on bars, solidifying their 
chances of joining Biles at 
world championships in 
Germany in October in the 
process 

Hurd rebounded from a 
rocky floor exercise on Fri¬ 
day that dropped her to 
eighth overall to zoom up 
to fourth despite admit¬ 
ting she "wanted to throw 
up a little" when the night 
began. She promised she 
would be better on Sun¬ 


day and she was, despite 
a technical glitch before 
her floor when the music 
started before she took 
her starting position. She 
walked off the podium, ex¬ 
haled and then went out 
and drilled her set. 

"I think more than anything, 
tonight just really helped 
my confidence," Hurd said. 
Something every gymnast 
struggles with sometimes 
Biles included. Yes, really. It 
speaks to her inner perfec¬ 
tionist that even after finish¬ 
ing the triple-double, she 
still knows it wasn't quite her 
best. "Itwasn'tasgood asin 
some of the trainings," she 
said. "But I'm just happy that 
I landed it because after 
night one, my confidence 
got shot down. So I was re¬ 
ally worried about it going 
into today and that was aII 
I could worry about." 
NotanymoreO 


Ma rb'nez sc orestwic e to extend streak, Atlanta beats NYC PC 


By Ihe Assoc iated ness 
ATLANTA (AP) — J osef Ma r- 
tinez scored twice to ex¬ 
tend his MLS-record goals 
streak to 10 games and At¬ 
lanta United beat New York 
City FC 2-1 on Sunday. 
Martfnez has 10 goals in 
Atlanta's last seven games 
and scored 15 times in his 
last 10. 

Defending champion At¬ 
lanta (13-9-3) has won four 
of its la st five games. 

Julian Gressel, on the right 
side, played a high cross to 
the far post that Martinez 


headed home to make it 
1-0 in 42nd minute. Mar¬ 
tfnez converted from spot 
in the 63rd to double the 
adva ntage. 

Heber Araujo dos Santos 
capped the scoring in the 
81st, blasting a first-timer, 
off a feed by Valentin Cas¬ 
tellanos, into the net from 
the top of the area. New 
York City (10-5-8) has lost 
two of its last three games. 
D.C. UNITED 2, GALAXY 1 
WASHINGTON (AP) — Lu¬ 
cas Rodnguez and Paul Ar¬ 
riola scored in D.C. United's 


victory over Los Angeles 
Rodriguez side-footed a 
rebound into an open net 
to make it 2-1 in the 73rd 
minute. Ulises Segura's shot 
from outside the box was 
stopped by a diving David 
Bingham but the rebound 
went directly to Arriola and 
the comer of the 6-yard 
box. His first-timer was par¬ 
ried by Bingham, but Ro- 
dnguez tapped in the put- 
backfrom nearthe spot. 
D.C. (10-7-9) snapped a 
three-game winless skid 
and won for just the sec¬ 


ond time in its last eight 
matches. 

Favio Alvarez scored for 
the Galaxy (12-11-1). "They 
have lost four of their last 
five games. 

UNION 2, DYNAMO 1 
C HESTER, Pa. (AP) — Kac per 
Przybylko and Jack Elliott 
scored in Philadelphia'svic- 
tory over Houston. 

Elliott's header gave Phila¬ 
delphia a 2-1 lead in the 
78th minute. The Union (13- 
7-6) have won three of their 
last four games. 

Christian Ramirez scored 


for Houston (9-13-3) in his 
Dynamo debut after being 
traded from Los Angeles 
FC on Wednesday. Hous¬ 
ton has lost seven of its last 
eig htgames.Q 
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Q&A: Ex-Googler Harris on how tech 'downgrades' humans 



Tristan Harris, foimerdesign ethic ist at Google and co-fbunderofthe Center for Humane technol¬ 
ogy, speaks to the Associated Piess during a round-table disc ussion on Tuesday, J uly 30, 2019, in 
New York. 

Associated Press 


BY RAC HEL LERMAN 
APlec hnology Writer 

Tristan Harris wants to re¬ 
verse the harmful effects 
he believestechnology has 
had on all of us. 

Harris, a former Google 
design ethic ist, first rose to 
national awareness after a 
presentation he gave with¬ 
in Google in 2013 spread 
throughout the industry. 
In it, he argued that many 
tech products were de¬ 
signed to be addictive, 
causing people to spend 
too much time on them 
and distracting them from 
living their lives He urged 
designers to alter their ap¬ 
proach. 

Harris spent more than 
two years pushing change 
within Google, but says he 
couldn't get traction. So he 
quit and started a move¬ 
ment called Time Well 
Spent, which eventually 
pushed companiessuch as 
Apple and Google to build 
screen time usage metrics 
and tools into their phones 
He has since widened his 
focus, having decided that 
many issues facing society 
today are actually con¬ 
nected and can be traced, 
at least partly, to the design 
of technologies we use ev¬ 
ery day. 

Ihe goalof hisorganization, 
the Center for Humane 
Technology, is to reverse 
human "downgrading," or 
the idea that technology 
is shortening our attention 
spans, pushing people to¬ 
ward more extreme views 
and making ithardertofind 
common ground. In short: 
technology ha sea used hu¬ 
manity to worsen, and Har¬ 
ris wants to help fix it. 

Harris recently spoke to the 
Associated Press about his 
work, the tech industry's 
progress so far, and why all 
hope is not lost. "This inter¬ 
view has been condensed 
and edited for clarity. 

Q: Could you tell us the im¬ 
portant idea s of your woik? 
This isn't about addic¬ 
tion, it's not about time. It's 
about what we call "hu¬ 
man downgrading." It's a 
phrase that we came up 
with to describe something 
we don't think people are 
acknowledging as a con¬ 
nected system. 

Technology iscausing a set 


of seemingly disconnected 
things —shortening of at¬ 
tention spans, polarization, 
outrage-ification of culture, 
mass narcissism, election 
engineering, addiction to 
technology. These seem 
like separate problems, 
and we're actually saying 
that these are all predict¬ 
able consequences of a 
race between technology 
companies to figure out 
how to scoop attention out 
of yourbrain. 

Q: Where is the central 
place to fight this multifac¬ 
eted problem that you've 
outlined? 

A: Much like you say, 
"How do you solve climate 
change?" Do you just get 
people to tum off their light 
bulbs? No. Do you pass 
some policy? Yes. But isthat 
enough? No. Do you have 
to work co lla bo natively 
with the oil companies to 
change what they're do¬ 
ing? Yes Do you have to 
pass laws and mandates 
and bans? 

You have to do all these 
things You have to have 
a mass cultural awareness. 
You have to have every¬ 
body wake up. 

This is like the social climate 
change of culture. So work¬ 
ing on internal advocacy 
and having people on the 
inside of tech companies 
feel, frankly, guilty, and ask, 
"what is my legacy in this 
thing that's happening to 


society?" 

We workonthe interna I ad¬ 
vocacy. We workon public 
pressure and policy. 

Q: How do you work with 
companies, and how are 
they taking to yourvision? 
A: Doing it from the inside 
didn't do anything when 
the cultural catch-up 
wasn't there. But now in 
a world post-Cambridge 
Analytica, post the success 
of Time Well Spent, post 
more whistleblowers com¬ 
ing out and talking about 
the problem, we do have 
conversations with people 
on the inside who I think 
begrudgingly accept or re¬ 
spect this perspective. 

I think that there might be 
some frustration from some 
of the people who are at 
the YouTubes and Face- 
books of the world whose 
business models are com¬ 
pletely against the things 
we're advocating for. But 
we've also gotten Face- 
book, Instagram, You¬ 
Tube, Apple and Android 
to launch Time Well Spent 
features through some kind 
of advocacy with them. 

Q: Is there a path that you 
try to help map outfbrthese 
companies? 

A: They're not going to do 
it voluntarily. But with lots 
of outside pressure, share¬ 
holder activism, a public 
that realizes they've been 
lied to by the companies, 
that a II starts to change. 


There are multiple business 
models — subscription is 
one. 

Would you pay $8 a month 
to a Facebook that didn't 
have any interest in manip¬ 
ulating yourbrain, basically 
making you as vulnerable 
as possible to advertisers, 
who are their true custom¬ 
ers? I think people might 
pay forthat. 

So our policy agenda is to 
make the current business 
model more expensive and 
to make the alternatives 
less expensive. 

Q: Washington is now in a 
huge debate about pri¬ 
vacy and data and misin- 
fbimation. Will that process 
deal with the causes that 
you caro about by default? 
A: I actually worry that 
we're so mindlessly follow¬ 
ing the herd on privacy 
and data being the princi¬ 
ple concerns when the ac¬ 
tual things that are affect¬ 
ing the felt sense of your life 
and where yourtime goes, 
where your attention goes, 
where democracy goes, 
where teen mental health 
goes, where outrage goes. 
Those things are so much 
more consequential to the 
outcomes of elections and 
what culture looks like. 
Those issues connected to¬ 
gether have to be named 
asan impactarea oftech- 
nology. There has to be 
regulation that addresses 
that. 


My concern about how 
the policy debate is going 
is everyone is just angry at 
Big Tech. And that's notac- 
tually productive, because 
it's not just the bigness that 
is the problem. We have 
to name that the business 
model is the problem. 

Q: Don't people have in¬ 
dividual agency? Are we 
roally in the thrall of tech 
companies and their soft¬ 
ware? 

A: There's this view that 
we should have more self- 
control or that people are 
responsible for whatever 
they see. 

That hidesan asymmetry of 
power. Like when you think, 
"I'm going to go to Face- 
bookjustto lookatthisone 
post from a friend," and 
then you find yourself scroll¬ 
ing fortwo hours. 

In that moment, Face- 
book wakes up a voodoo 
doll-like version of you in a 
supercomputer. The voo¬ 
doo doll of you isbased on 
all the clicks you've ever 
made, all the likes you've 
ever done, all the things 
you've ever watched. The 
idea isthatasthisbecomes 
a better and more accu¬ 
rate model of you, I know 
you better than you know 
yourself. 

We always borrow this from 
E. 0. Wilson, the sociobiolo¬ 
gist: the problem of humans 
is that we have Paleolithic 
brains, medieval institutions 
and godlike technology. 
Our medieval institutions 
can only stay in control of 
what's happening ata slow 
clock rate of every four 
years. Our primitive brains 
are getting hijacked and 
are super primitive com¬ 
pared to godlike tech. 

Q: Do you feel there's 
awareness (within tech 
companies) that you 
wouldn't have thought ex¬ 
isted two years ago? 

A: There has been a sea 
change. For four years, I 
was watching how no one 
was really accepting or 
working on or addressing 
any of these issues. And 
then suddenly in the last 
two years — because of 
the Cambridge Analytica 
scandal, because of "60 
Minutes," bee a use of Roger 
McNamee'sbook"Zucked." 
□ 
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Stocks move broadly lowerastrade waranxiety lingers 



Specialist Anthony Matsic works at his poston the floorofthe New York Stock Exchange, Monday, 
Aug. 12, 2019. 

Associated Press 


By ALEX VBG A 
Associated Press 

Banks and technology 
companies drove a broad 
slide in stocks on Wall Street 
Monday afternoon that 
knocked the Dow Jones In¬ 
dustrial Average more than 
300 points lower. 

Ihe sell-off adds to losses 
that the market racked up 
last week a mid heightened 
anxiety over the U.S. China- 
trade war. 

Investors are coming off 
of a week of wild swings 
that ended in yet another 
loss. Ihe market has been 
riddled with worry that the 
fallout from the costly trade 
conflict will undercut an al¬ 
ready slowing global econ¬ 
omy and hurt corporate 
profits 

Traders shifted money into 
U.S. government bonds 
Monday, sending bond 
prices higher. "That pulled 
down the yield on the 10- 
year Treasury to 1.65% from 
1.73% late Friday. The yield 
is used asa benchmark for 
interest rateson mortgages 
and otherconsumerloans 
The drop in bond yields 
weighed on financial sec¬ 
tor stocks. Bank of Ameri¬ 
ca fell 2.4% and Citigroup 
gave up 2.5% Credit card 
issuer Synchrony Financial 
slid 3%and Capital One Fi¬ 
nancial dropped 2.4% 


Technology, health care 
and consumer discretion¬ 
ary sector stocks account¬ 
ed for much of the mar¬ 
ket's decline. Symantec 
dropped 4.7% Nektarlher- 
apeutics slumped 10% and 
TractorSupply fell 4.2% 

Real estate and utilities 
stocks posted the smallest 
declines. Traders usually 
seek the shelter of utilities 
and bondswhen they want 
a more secure place to put 
their money because of 
concerns over economic 


growth. 

Investors are facing a rela¬ 
tively slow week as far as 
economic reports and cor¬ 
porate earnings. The Labor 
Department will release its 
consumer price index for 
J uly on Tuesday and Com¬ 
merce Department will 
release last month's retail 
sales results on Thursday. 
Macy's reports quarterly 
results on Wednesday and 
Walmart will report re¬ 
sults on Thursday. They are 
among the last majorcom- 


paniesto report their eam- 
ingsforthe latest quarter. 
KEEPING SCORE: The S&P 
500 index was down 1% 
as of 2 p.m. Eastern time. 
The Dow Jones Industrial 
Average fell 316 points, or 
1.2% to 25,970. The Nas¬ 
daq composite dropped 
1% The Russell 2000 index 
of smaller companies fell 
1 . 1 % 

TOXR FACTOR: Anxiety and 
fear over the U.S.-China 
trade warcontinuesto hov- 
eroverthe market and has 


taken stocks on a wild ride 
in August. 

The S&P 500 index zoomed 
up and down last week, 
ending with its second 
straight weekly loss The 
wild swings follow President 
Donald Trump's threat to 
impose more tariffs on Chi¬ 
nese goods, followed by 
China's move to allow its 
currency to weaken. 

Trump hassaid he'd be 'fine" 
if the U.S. and China don't 
go ahead with a meeting 
next month, dampening in¬ 
vestors' hopes for a path to 
resolving the economically 
damaging trade war. 

MERGERCHATTER: Shares in 
Viacom and CBS fell amid 
published reports sug¬ 
gesting the entertainment 
companies are close to a 
merger deal. Viacom slid 
4.6% and CBS lost 1.7% 

G UTTERING RESULTS: Ba rric k 
Gold rose 0.5%afterreport¬ 
ing a fourth quarter surge 
in gold production and a 
profit that met Wall Street 
forecasts The company re¬ 
affirmed a solid 2019 fore¬ 
cast forgold production. 
FEEDING GROWTH: Sysco 
rose 3.5%afterthe food dis¬ 
tributor beat Wall Street's 
fiscal fourth quarter profit 
forecasts The company's 
revenue edged higher 
on growth from its U.S. 
operations^ 


UK economy shrinks for first time since 2012 as Brexit bites 



A far It stall displays fmitata market in London, Wednesday, Aug. 
7, 2019. 

Associated Press 


By PAN PYLAS 
Associated Press 
LONDON (AP) — The Brit¬ 
ish economy shrank in the 
second quarter of the year 
for the first time in six and 
a half years largely be¬ 
cause Brexit uncertainties 
weighed heavily on busi¬ 
ness investment, officia I fig¬ 
ures showed Monday. 

The decline, the first since 
the fourth quarter of 2012, 
was unexpected. Most 
economists thought that 
the economy would be 
flat. 

The Office for National 
Statistics said the contrac¬ 
tion came "at a time of in¬ 
creased volatility around 
the U.K.'s original planned 
exit date from the Europe¬ 
an Union in late March." 
Brexit was meant to hap¬ 


pen on March 29, but has 
been delayed to the end 
of Oc to berafter Parliament 
rejected the withdrawal 
agreement that the previ¬ 
ous prime minister, Theresa 
May, had negotiated with 
the EU. Compelled by Par¬ 
liament, May requested 
the extension. 

Before the extension re¬ 
quest, many firms stock¬ 
piled products to help 
cushion them in case Brit¬ 
ain crashed out of the EU 
on March 29 without a 
deal. That business activity 
helped the economy grow 
by 0.5% in the first quarter. 
Since then, companies 
have stopped stockpil¬ 
ing as much, weighing on 
growth overall. 

The disappointing figure 
is set to raise alarm that 


Brexit uncertainty is weigh¬ 
ing on the British economy 
more than anticipated. 
Business investment, which 
has been historically weak 
since the country voted 
in June 2016 to leave the 


EU, weakened further in 
the second quarter, con¬ 
tracting by 0.5% following 
a modest uptick in the first 
three months of the year. 
May's replacement as 
prime minister, Boris John¬ 


son, has insisted that there 
will be no further delay to 
the Brexit date and that 
Britain will leave the EU on 
Halloween come what 
may. That's stoked fears, 
particularly in currency 
markets where the pound 
has been sliding, that Brit¬ 
ain will leave the EU with- 
outa deal, a development 
that would see tariffs and 
other restrictions imposed 
on traded goods. 

With a II that uncertainty, the 
Bank of England warned 
last week that there's a 
one-in-three chance that 
Britain will slip into recession 
in the early part of 2020 
even if a Brexit ends up be¬ 
ing smooth. The pound fell 
afterthe release of Friday's 
GDP figures, down 0.2%on 
the day at $1.2115.Q 
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Difficulty Level ★★ 


Sudoku is a number-placing puzzle based on 
a 9x9 grid with several given numbers. The 
object is to place the numbers 1 to 9 in the 
empty squares so that each row, each column 
and each 3x3 box contains the same number 
only once. The difficulty level of the Conceptis 
Sudoku increases from Monday to Sunday. 
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ACROSS 

1 One of Santa’s 
helpers 
4 Gleaming 
9 Part of a shoe 
13 Pastures 

15 Do a chauffeur's 
job 

16 Elderly 

17 Body of water 

18 Become frayed 

19 Boring event 

20 Comfy chairs 

22 Rebel against 

23 Fissure; split 

24 Color 
26 Choose 
29 Moisture 

34 Big Ben, for one 

35 Soft drinks 

36 Word attached to 
dog or top 

37 Like pinkish 
cheeks 

38 Half a 6 

39 Adroit 

40 Make fun of 

41 Men and boys 

42 Range 

43 Chanel No.5& 
others 

45 Decelerated 

46 “I _ Rock”; 
1960s song 

47 Ostracize 

48 Fleece 
51 Spending 

extravagantly 

56 Further 

57 Ford Mustang or 
Chevy Camaro 

58 Women with 
habits 

60 Lanai feast 

61 Encouraged 

62 Overfill 

63 Mattel's boy dolls 

64 Suffix for young 
or prank 

65 Baton Rouge 
univ. 

DOWN 

1 Building wing 

2 Tragic king 

3 Phony 

4 Not anchored 
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519th-century 
U.S. president 

6 Not taped 

7 Win _; 
convince 

8 Cardiff resident 

9 Depress 

10 Meanie 

11 Table extension 

12 Nervous 

14 Confidentiality 

21 Keep a Popsicle 
from dripping 

25 Walk-_; 

many NYC 
apartments 

26 Discontinue 

27 Wed without 
fanfare 

28 Ne’er-do-well 

29 Nods off 

30 Thirst 
quenchers 

31 Part of the arm 

32 Balm 

33 Miles per hour 

35 King _ 

38 Capital of Syria 

39 Making amends 
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41 Fall flower, for 
short 

42 Slimy crawler 

44 Well-known 

45 Grates cheese 

47 “Terrific!” 

48 Vaccine 
developer 
Jonas 


is in 


49 Hasn't a 
the dark 

50 As bald_eagl 

52 Harbor town 

53 Racing sled 

54 No longer valid 

55 Large 
antelopes 

59 R-V center 
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A tick detective wants to 
understand what drives 
tick abundance 


David Allen Middlebury 
Associated ness 

The Abstract features in¬ 
teresting research and the 
people behind it. 

David Allen is an assistant 
professor in biology at Mid¬ 
dlebury College who stud- 
iesthe ecology ofticksand 
tick-borne pathogens. 

What question aie you try¬ 
ing to answer with your 
work? 

David Allen: I want to 
understand what drives 
blacklegged, ordeer, ticks' 
abundance and infection 
rate with the Lyme disease 


bacteria. We broadly un¬ 
derstand what is neces¬ 
sary forthe tick to live in an 
area, but have a harder 
time explaining why there 
are sue h tremendous differ¬ 
ences^ tickabundance in 
certain locations and dur¬ 
ing certain years. 

Exactly how do you mea¬ 
sure tick abundance? 

Allen: We measure it by 
what is called "drag cloth 
sampling." We drag a 1 
meter by 1 meter white 
cloth along the forest floor. 
This is the standard way to 
measure tickabundance. 


ASSOCIATED REALTORS 
For Sale 

Gorgeous two story house on a 
hill with ocean/country view in 
Paradera, 3 bedrooms/ 

3 bathrooms with pool for 
$470,000 

Call Mito at 593 6318 
for more details 


ASSOCIATED REALTORS 
For Sale 

Spacious House in Ruby/Noord 
3 bedrooms, 3.5 bathrooms, 
pool, build-up 320 m2 and for 
$446,000 including furnitures 
and appliances 
Contact Mito at 593 6318 

_211674 
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Halley Time Travel 


Marriott Ocean Club 

Gold Season 

1 BR Ocean View $4 K 

2 BR Ocean View $8 K 

1 BR Ocean Front $12 K 

2 BR Ocean Front $14 K 

Marriott Surf Club 

2 BR Garden View $ 7 K 
2 BR Ocean View $ 8 K 
2 BR Ocean Side $9 K 

2 BR Ocean Front $12 K 

3 BR Ocean View $15 K 

Renaissance Suites 

1 BR WK # 34 3rd floor 
Ocean View $ 5 K 

Costa Linda 

2 BR WK 31 Ground floor 
Light House View $10 K 

Casa Del Mar 

2 BR WK 34 3rd floor 
Ocean View $8 K 
Aruba Divi Phoenix 
Studio WK 35 and 36 
$13 K both 

2 sd floor beach front villas 

La Cabana Beach and Casino 

1 BR wk 34 $5 K 

3rd floor Pool/Ocean View 

Eagle Resort 

1 BR wk 34 

2sd floor $5K 

Call: 630 1307 
Johnnypaesch@gmail.com 
arubaresalesrealty@hotmail.com 
facebookpage:resales&realty 

ST.^P 

Violence Against Women 

ASSOCIATED REALTORS 
For Sale 

Lot of property land of 279 m2 
at Tanki Flip Residence, built 
your own dream house and for 
$55,800.00 
Call Mito at 593 6318 

_210674 


WARUBA 

TimeSharea^ 

PrWtte Owntr Sates 


TIMESHARES FOR SALE! 
AMAZING DEALS UP FOR GRABS! 


Renaissance Aruba 
Week 4 Unit 2353 - $7,000 
Week 27 Unit 2520 - $3,200 
Week 27 Unit 2147 - $5,000 
Week 30 Unit 2546 - $5,500 m 
Week 30 Unit 2307 - $3,500 
Week 31 Unit 2307 - $3,500 ; 
Week 33 Unit 2535 - $8,000 ^ 
Week 36 Unit 2315- $2,000 


La Cabana BRC 

Week 29 Unit 419D - $2,000 (Incl. T. Fee) 
Week 30 Unit 419D - $2,000 (Incl. T. Fee) 
Week 30 Unit 227A - $3,500 
Week 33 Unit 138A - $2,250 
Week 34 Unit 138A - $2,250 
Week 36 Unit 1 248 - $4,000 
Week 45 Unit 424AB - $16,400 
Week 46 Unit 316C - $5,200 


CALL US AT (297) 737 3006 OR E-MAIL AT ZACH@BUYARUBATIMESH ARES.COM 


FOR SALE 

TREMENDOUS DEAL 

La Cabana 1 Bdrm Delux Unit 
Wk 29 + 30 US $3,000 boths 
wks 

Call +297 737-3006 
info@buyarubatimeshares.com 

_211671 
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Oranjestad 

Hospital 7:00 pm / 10:00pm 
Tel. 527 4000 

San Nicolas 

IMSAN 24 Hours 
Tel.524 8833 


FOR RENT OR SALE 
PARADISE BEACH VILLAS 

2 bedr, suites P.O. views 
wks 31,32,52,1,8,9 
also other wks for rent or switch 
Call 941 343 1088 USA 

_211548 


Oranjestad: 

Eagle Tel. 587 9011 
San Nicolas: 

Aloe Tel. 584 4606 


Dental Clinic 587 9850 
Blood Bank Aruba 587 0002 
Urgent Care 586 0448 
Walk-In Doctor’s Clinic 
+297 588 0539 


Police 
Oranjestad 
Noord 
Sta. Cruz 
San Nicolas 
Police Tipline 
Ambulancia 
Fire Dept. 

Red Cross 


TAXI SERVICES 

Taxi Tas 587 5900 

Prof. Taxi 588 0035 

Taxi D.T.S. 587 2300 

Taxi Serv. Aruba 583 3232 
A1 Taxi Serv. 280 2828 


PHARMACY ON DUTY 


OTHER 


EMERGENCY 


100 

527 3140 
527 3200 
527 2900 
584 5000 
11141 
911 
115 

582 2219 


TRAVEL INFO 


Aruba Airport 524 2424 
American Airlines 582 2700 
Avianca 588 0059 

Jet Blue 588 2244 

Surinam 582 7896 


CRUISES 



August 13 

Freedom of the Seas 
August 14 
Monarch 
Freewinds 

AID FOUNDATIONS 

FAVI- Visually Impaired 
Tel. 582 5051 

Alcoholics Anonymous 
Tel. 736 2952 

Narcotics Anonymous 
Tel. 583 8989 

Women in Difficulties 
Tel. 583 5400 

Centre for Diabetes 
Tel. 524 8888 

Child Abuse Prevention 
Tel. 582 4433 

Quota Club Tel. 525 2672 


General Info 


Phone Directory Tel. 118 
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Goals to fightfire with file often fell short in U.S. West 



In this June 11,2019 firefighters keep an eye on a prescribed bum in Kings Canyon National Rark, 
Calif. 

Associated Press 


By BRIAN MELLEY 
Associated Press 
KINGS CANYON NADON- 
AL PARK, Calif. (AP) — The 

thick scent of smoke hung 
in the midday air when a 
trail along the Kings River 
opened up to an omi¬ 
nous scene: flames in the 
trees and thick gray smoke 
shrouding canyon walls 
Firefighters we re on the job. 
In fact, they had started 
the blaze that chewed 
through thick ferns, black¬ 
ened downed trees and 
charred the forest floor. The 
prescribed bum — a low- 
intensity, closely managed 
fire — was intended to 
clearout undergrowth and 
protect the heart of Kings 
Canyon National Park from 
future wildfires that are 
growing larger and more 
frequent amid climate 
change. 

The tactic isconsidered one 
of the bestwaysto prevent 
the kind ofcatastrophic de¬ 
struction that has become 
common from wildfires, but 
its use falls woefully short 
of goals in the U.S. West. 
A study published in the 
journal Fire in April found 
prescribed bums on feder¬ 
al land in the last 20 years 
a cross the West has stayed 
level or fa lien despite calls 
formore. 

Prescribed fires are cred¬ 
ited with making forests 
healthier and stopping or 
slowing the advance of 
some blazes. Despite those 
successes, there are plenty 
of reasons they are not set 
as often as officials would 
like, ranging from poor 
conditions to safely bum 
to bureaucratic snags and 
public opposition. 

After a wildfire last year 
largely leveled the city of 
Paradise and killed 86 peo¬ 
ple, the state prioritized 35 
brush and other vegeta¬ 
tion-reduction projects that 
could all involve some use 


of intentional fire, said Mike 
Mohler, deputy director of 
the California Department 
of Forestry and Fire Protec¬ 
tion. 

Despite the push for more 
bums, there are disastrous 
reminders of prescribed 
fires blowing out of con¬ 
trol — such as a 2012 Colo¬ 
rado bum that killed three 
people and damaged or 
destroyed more than two 
dozen homes. 

Overcoming public fears 
by teaching about "good 
smoke, bad smoke, out-of- 
control fire and prescribed 
fire"isjustone hurdle before 
firefighters can put match 
to kindling, Mohlersaid. 
"It'sthe difference between 
fire under our terms and 
fighting fire on Mother Na¬ 
ture's terms," he said. 

It can take years to plan 
and clear federal, state 
and local environmental 
and air pollution regula¬ 
tions. A bum among gi¬ 
ant sequoias once took 13 
years to accomplish, said 


Michael Ibeune, a spokes¬ 
man forSequoia and Kings 
Canyon National Parks 
In the American West, 
where the landscape is 
steep and downed trees, 
brush and otherfuels have 
built up over decades of 
fire suppression, the so- 
called bum window can 
be short because of hot, 
dry conditions 
Relaxing environmental re¬ 
strictions has cleared the 
way for more prescribed 
fires in some cases. 

Oregon recently changed 
air quality rules for planned 
fires to strike a balance be¬ 
tween smoky winter skies 
and bad summer blazes. 
California proclaimed a 
state of emergency to al¬ 
low it to fast-track brush 
clearing. 

Most states and federal 
agencies in the U.S. West 
have ambitious goals they 
don't achieve, said Crystal 
Kolden, a University of Ida¬ 
ho forest and fire science 
professor whose study con¬ 
cluded that not enough 
prescribed fires are being 
done in the region. 

'They know they need to 
be doing more prescribed 
fire, they want to be doing 
more prescribed fire," she 
said. 'They are simply un¬ 
able to accomplish that." 
Opponents cite the threat 
to wildlife and release of 
greenhouse gases. In Cali¬ 


fornia, some environmen¬ 
talists opposed intentional 
bums because they can 
destroy natural drought-tol¬ 
erant shrubs and replace 
them with flammable inva¬ 
sive weedsand grasses 
Rick Halsey of the Califor¬ 
nia Chaparral Institute said 
reintroducing fire through 
prescribed bums is appro¬ 
priate in the Sierra Nevada, 
where more frequent light¬ 
ning-sparked firesand blaz¬ 
es historically set by Native 
Americans are believed to 
improve forests by clearing 
brush to allow taller trees 
to thrive and opening se¬ 
quoia seed pods so they 
can reproduce. 

But Halsey said prescribed 
fires don't help much of 
the rest of the state. The 
fire that tore through Para¬ 
dise showed how ineffec¬ 
tive clearing underbrush 
can be — it roared across 
7 miles (11 kilometers) that 
had burned just 10 years 
earlier. 

"It was still grasses and 
weeds and shrubs, and 
that's the model these pre¬ 
scribed burning advocates 
have used," Halsey said. 
'They say if we have young¬ 
er fuels on the landscape, 
we'll have less fires or lower 
intensity fires, and we can 
use those areas to protect 
communities. And that has 
never happened in wind- 
driven fires" 


The state acknowledged in 
a draft environmental im¬ 
pact report that clearing 
vegetation may not slow or 
halt extreme fires 
But successful prescribed 
bums can save property 
from some future fires, sup¬ 
porters said. 

Four years ago, Cedar 
Grove in the bottom of 
Kings Canyon escaped a 
massive lightning-ignited 
fire — flames burned up to 
where periodic prescribed 
bums had thinned under¬ 
growth. About $400 million 
in property, including em¬ 
ployee housing, lodging, 
campgrounds and a wa¬ 
ter treatment plant, was 
spared, said Theune, the 
parks spokesman. 

Last winter was a very wet 
one in California, and that 
left brush and vegetation 
less volatile through spring. 
In Kings Canyon, firefight¬ 
ers returned in J une to bum 
different segments along 
a narrow strip of pines, ce¬ 
dars and manzanita be¬ 
tween the raging KingsRiv- 
erand a road that ends in 
the canyon. 

With other firefighters 
standing by in case em¬ 
bers escaped, a half-doz¬ 
en members of the park's 
Arrowhead Hot Shots me¬ 
thodically dripped flame 
from gas-and-diesel torch¬ 
es to ignite dry pine nee¬ 
dles, twigs and other accu¬ 
mulated material. 

A mosaic-like pattern of fire 
creptthrough grasses, pine 
conesand dead branches 
Downed ponderosa pines 
became occasional flash¬ 
points. Teams with hoses 
doused flames that threat¬ 
ened to climb living trees. 
Ideally, Sequoia and Kings 
Canyon parks would bum 
10,000 or more acres a 
year, Theune said. The an¬ 
nual target is about a fifth 
of that, and the actual 
acreage burned often falls 
fa r sho rt of tha t g oa I. 

Over two days, the fire 
crew blackened the 218 
acres targeted, doubling 
the total area burned last 
year in the two parks 
But it was merely 10% of 
the parks' annual goal and 
just a tiny fraction of land 
in the U.S. West that could 
be treated with prescribed 
fire.Q 
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Casey Affleck explores patenting in the apocalypse 



In this Feb. 8, 2019 file photo. Actor Casey Affleck and actress Anna Pniowsky pose fbrthe pho¬ 
tographers during a photo call fbrthe film 'light of My Life' at the 2019 Beriinale Rim Festival in 
Beriin, Germany. 

Associated Ftess 


By UNDSEY BAHR 
Associated ness 
LOSANGEIES(AP)- Casey 
Affleck had been working 
on a script about a par¬ 
ent and child for years. 
He'd written scenes about 
a bedtime story and an 
argument about taking a 
trip into town and things 
seemed to be going well. 
As the father of two boys, 
Affleck had defaulted to 
writing the child as a son. 
But then, deep into the pro¬ 
cess, his boys came back 
with a request: Ihey didn't 
want it to be a bout them. 
'They were pretty adamant 
tha t they d id not wa nt it to 
be a father-son story," Af¬ 
fleck said. "I had already 
put in a lot of work and I 
was like, don't do it..." 

But, despite the heartburn 
of having to rework the 
story again, he caved and 
made the child a girl, and it 
ultimately helped the story. 
He'd been looking forstakes 
in this parenting saga and 
now a genre constructwas 
possible. What if a disease 
had wiped out all of the 
women, except this man's 
daughter? 

'This was about someone 
who was very nervous 
about protecting their kid. I 
wanted to make the stakes 
of that as big as possible 
so it wasn't just like, I'm pro¬ 
tecting them from having 
a bad fourth grade experi¬ 
ence," Affleck said. "It's like 
I'm protecting them from 


an entire world who wants 
to kidnap them." 

The result is the slow-bum 
dramatic thriller "Light of 
My Life" now playing in 
theaters and available on 
demand. Affleck directed, 
wrote and stars in the film, 
which premiered earlierthis 
year at the Berlin Film Fes¬ 
tival. It knowingly echoes 
modem classics like "Chil¬ 
dren of Men." 

He and casting director 
Avy Kaufman went on an 
epic search to find the 
right girl to play his daugh¬ 
ter, Rag, and discovered a 


little-known Canadian ac¬ 
tress named Anna Pniowsky 
who fit the bill perfectly. 

"I was still a little girl. I think I 
wasll when I sent my tape 
in," Pniowsky, now 13, sa id. "I 
wasn't expecting anything 
to happen. I didn't get a lot 
of rolesbackthen." 

Since then, her profile has 
risen with roles in the Hulu 
show "Penl5"asone of the 
popular girls and 'The Hot 
Zane." And she fell easily 
into her role as a pre-teen 
who still acts out and de¬ 
fies herfathers' ruleseven in 
this bleak and dangerous 


reality. Critics have hailed 
her performance, much 
of which is spent in "dis- 
guise"asa young boy, asa 
breakout. 

"She didn't need a whole 
lot," Affleck said. "She was 
just good at doing this nat¬ 
urally. Sometimes I felt like if 
I interfered too much in the 
scene or the natural pro¬ 
gression of the scene that I 
was just getting in the way." 
Together, Affleck and Pnio¬ 
wsky have a light-hearted 
rapport where you can 
see the seeds of why their 
father-daughter dynamic 


works They can't even 
agree on whether or not 
Affleck gave her anything 
to prepare beforehand. 
Affleck: 'She says I did, but I 
don'trememberand Idon't 
think she read it anyway." 
Pniowsky: "He made me 
read three books I only 
remember one of them. 
It was 'Little House on the 
Prairie'... They were all kind 
of older books" 

Affleck: "Obviously they re¬ 
ally sunk in." "Light of My Life" 
is Affleck's first time behind 
the camera since the 2010 
film "I'm Still Here"that led to 
civil lawsuits for breach of 
contract from two women, 
a cinematographer and 
a producer, who worked 
on the film. One also sued 
for sexual harassment, and 
both described an uncom¬ 
fortable atmosphere on the 
set of the unconventional 
mockumentary. Both were 
settled out of court, and Af¬ 
fleck apologized last year 
in an interview with The As¬ 
sociated Press for allowing 
and contributing to "an un¬ 
professional environment." 
Behind the scenes Affleck 
has been quietly doing his 
part to try to chip away at 
inequality in his industry. In 
"Light of My Life,"he worked 
with a number of women 
on the crew, including "Me¬ 
mento" editor Dody Dom 
and assistant director Liz 
Tan, who has worked on 
epics like 'The Lord of the 
Rings." □ 


Ul NasX's viral song sets more records on Bill board charts 


NEW YORK (AP) — Ul Nas 

X is galloping his way to 
two new records on the 
Billboard charts thanks to 
the massive sue cess of'Old 
Town Road." 

The song that beat out 
Mariah Carey and "Despa- 
cito" to become the lon¬ 
gest-running No. 1 hit in the 
history of the Hot 100 chart 
has now set records on Bill¬ 
board's Hot R&B/Hip-Hop 
songs and Hot rap songs 
charts, respectively. 

'Old Town Road," which 
features Billy Ray Cyrus and 
is spending its 19th week at 
No. 1, surpasses the record 
set by Drake's'One Dance" 
on the Hot R&B/Hip-Hop 


songs chart. Drake's track 
spent 18 weeksat No.l. 

On the Hot rap songs chart, 
where Ul Nas X's county- 
rap tune is also spending 
its 19th week on top, the 
20-year-old beats the re¬ 
cord set by Drake's "Hotline 
Bling," Ig g y Aza lea's "Fa nc y" 
and M issy Elliott's "Hot Boyz." 
The latterthree songseach 
spent 18 weeksat No.l. 

Last month Ul Nas X's viral 
song became the most 
successful No. 1 song of 
all-time when it reached its 
17th week at No. 1 on the 
all-genre Hot 100 chart — 
Billboard's main chart for 
singles — surpassing the 16- 
week record held by Car¬ 


ey and Boyz II Men's "One 
Sweet Day" and Luis Fonsi, 
Daddy Yankee and Justin 
Bie bar's "Despacito." 

'Old Town Road" is now 
spending its 19th week on 
to p of the Hot 100 c ha rt. 

Ul Nas X's song, which has 
achieved most of its suc¬ 
cess through audio stream¬ 
ing, was originally a solo 
song but he added Cyrus 
to the track. The song also 
has remix versions featuring 
Diplo, Young Thug, Mason 
Ramsey and BT5, and Bill¬ 
board counts the original 
song and itsremixesasone 
when calculating chart 
position, thus helping 'Old 
Town Road" stay on topO 



In a Sunday, J une 23,2019 file photo, Lil Nas X poses in the press 
room atthe BETAwards, atthe Microsoft Theater in Los Angeles 

Associated Press 
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In The Farewell, 1 a family drama straddling East and West 


By JAKE COYLE 
Associated Press 
NEW YORK (AP) — Film di¬ 
rector Lulu Wang knew her 
pitch for'The Fa re we II" was 
unconventional. 

She wanted to make an 
autobiographical drama 
about the time when, in 
2013, her family learned 
that her grandmother 
in China, affectionately 
called Nai Nai, had stage 4 
lung cancerand wasgiven 
three months to live. The 


grim diagnosis was kept 
from Nai Nai, a somewhat 
common approach to 
death and dying in China. 
Wang, whose family had 
moved from Beijing to Flor¬ 
ida when she was 6, had 
doubts Still, she reluctantly 
went a long with the well-in- 
tended deceit, flying back 
fora cousin's wedding hur¬ 
ried along as an excuse to 
reunite the family before 
Nai Nai was expected to 
die. 
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This J une 12, 2019 photo shows filmmaker lulu Wang, left; and actress Awkwafina posing in New 
York to promote their film, 'The Farewell." 

Associated Press 


Wang first told the story 
for a 2016 episode of 'This 
American Life." She envi¬ 
sioned a movie about grief 
and identity and family, riv¬ 
en with cultural and ethical 
divides between East and 
West, parent and child, set 
largely in her grandmoth¬ 
ers hometown of Changc¬ 
hun in northeastern China. 
'When I was first pitching it, 
it's almost like you want to 
start by saying, 'I know this 
sounds crazy, but I want 
to make an American film 

— meaning tonally Ameri¬ 
can, American financed 

— that's like 100% Asian or 
American-Asian cast and 
75% in Mandarin with sub¬ 
titles. Cool, right? Green 
light? Where's the money?"' 
Wang recalls, laughing. 

And yet 'The Farewell" 
not only eventually got a 
green light ("About a Boy" 
producer Chris Weitz hap¬ 
pened to hear that 'This 
American Life" episode), 
but after Wang unveiled 
it earlier this year at the 
Sundance Film Festival, it 
sparked a bidding war. 
On a wave of teary-eyed 
responses from moviego¬ 
ers and raves from critics, 
'The Farewell" emerged as 
one of the breakthroughs 
in American independent 
cinema this year. Even if 
the movie still eludes clas¬ 
sification forsome. 

"People are like, 'Is it an 
American film? Is it a Chi¬ 


nese film?' It's an American 
film as much as I am Ameri¬ 
can," Wang, who lives in 
Los Angeles, said in an in¬ 
terview in early J une. 

'The Farewell," which A24 
will release in select the¬ 
aters Friday, stars Nora Lum 
(aka Awkwafina) as Billi, a 
stand-in for Wang. One of 
the co-stars, Nai Nai's sis¬ 
ter Hong Lu, plays herself. 
Several of the locations 
are where Wang's fam¬ 
ily drama actually played 
out. Wang's parents visited 
the set, asdid (spoileralert) 
the real Nai Nai, who at 86 
has far outlived her original 
prognosis but remains in 
the dark about her family's 
2013 scheme. 

'She would come to set but 
she didn't really know what 
we were doing so we had 
to kind of protect her," says 
Lum. "It was like The Fare¬ 
well' in real life." 

"It's very meta," Wang 
grants 

As personal as 'The Fare¬ 
well" isto Wang, ithasbeen 
deeply felt by a broad 
spectrum of viewers who 
see in it a reflection of 
the harmony and discord 
that hum through families 
Wang capturesthe tender, 
bittersweet relationship be¬ 
tween Billi and her grand¬ 
mother, and, with wide 
lenses, the celebrations 
and pa ins of the extended 
family. 

"I wanted to put the grief 


and the humor all in one 
fra me," says Wang. 

The movie has special res 
onance for many Asian 
Americans who see in 'The 
Fa re well" not just characters 
and faces seldom found 
on American screens, but 
a recognizable familial 
world that straddles bor¬ 
ders. That's especially true 
for Lum, who was raised 
in Queens, New York, by 
her grandmother after her 
mother, a South Korean 
immigrant, died when she 
was 4. 

'When the script came to 
me, it was called 'Grand¬ 
ma' and it was about this 
very special relationship 
between a girl and her 
grandmother that I never 
thought I would see in a 
movie — especially one 
that was Asia n-A meric an 
and so close to home,"says 
Lum. "I had to do thisformy 
grandmother." 

This was before Lum's 
breakout performance 
in last year's 'Crazy Rich 
Asians," and Wang grants 
that the "rapper-comedi- 
an-influencer I knew from 
music videos like 'My Vag'" 
wasn't the obvious choice 
for such a dramatic role. 
But she was convinced by 
a self-taped audition that 
Lum, who had to improve 
her Mandarin for the part, 
could skillfully render Billi's 
conflicted emotions with 
subtlety.Q 
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A beaming 50Cent tough questions part of W critics event 



Crea toil executive producer Courtney A. Kemp, left and Curtis "50 Cent'Jackson participate in 
the Stare "Power" panel atthe Television Clitics Association Summer Press Tour on Riday, July 26, 
2019, in Beveriy hills, Calif. 

Associated Press 


BEVERLY HILLS, Calif. (AP) 

— After the TV industry un¬ 
veils its new-season sched¬ 
ules and series to advertis¬ 
ers in New York each May, 
it takes the show on the 
road to a swank Southern 
California hotel ballroom to 
coax attention from televi¬ 
sion-centric news reporters 
and critics. 

The annual summer meet¬ 
ing of the Television Crit¬ 
ics Association, with series 
screenings and more than 
100 Q&A sessions held over 
the past two weeks with 
p la too ns of stars, producers 
and executives, is a kin to a 
crash course in upcoming 
small screen fare. 

Here are highlights from 
the event held at the Bev¬ 
erly Hilton Hotel, famous 
as home to the Golden 
Globes ceremony but do¬ 
ing less glamorous duty as 
a makeshift conference 
room. 

STARS, UNSCRIPTED 

Some actons get by very 
well on theirown wits, even 
when faced with a room¬ 
ful of some 200 occasion¬ 
ally grumpy reporters and 
a barrage of unpredict¬ 
able questions Make that 
actresses, in particular. 

"As you're working with the 
kids, did it inspire you to 
write any new material?" 
was a query directed to Tif¬ 
fany Had dish, host of ABC's 
reality show reboot, "Kids 
Say the Damdest Things" 
'Yes. And take my birth 
control,"replied Haddish. 
Sitcom veteran Patricia 
Heaton ('The Middle, "Ev¬ 
erybody Loves Raymond") 
was charmingly self-dep¬ 
recating about her role as 
a late-in-life medical intern 
on CBS' new 'Carol's Sec¬ 
ond Act." 

"I kept saying to (the pro¬ 
ducers), 'I don't think peo¬ 
ple will really believe I'm in 
my 50s, right? Do I need to 
d o g ra y in my ha ir?" They're 
like, 'No. You don't need to 
do anything," said Heaton, 
after cheerfully pegging 
herage as61. 

Tracee Ellis Ross, producer 
of a "black-ish" prequel 
about her character, Bow, 
and her unconventional 
parents, was asked what 
elements of ABC's new 
"mixed-ish" reflect her own 
life. 


"None,"she replied. 

"Nota single thing?"probed 
the questioner. 

"I did not grow up on a 
commune," replied Ross. 
"I have way more siblings 
than Bow Johnson has. I 
am not a doctor. My mom 
is not a lawyer." 

At that point, "mixed-ish" 
cast memberTika Sumpter 
jumped in to play foil, ask¬ 
ing, "Who'syour mom?" 
"Mariah Carey," shot back 
Ross, daughter of Diana 
Ross. (Carey, however, 
does the "mixed-ish" theme 
song .) 

A PRICELESS COMPLIMENT 
FOR 50 CENT 

'There is no end to this,"rap- 


By JEFF AYERS 

'City of Windows" (Mino¬ 
taur), by Robert Pobi 
NearGrand Central Station 
while the city of New York 
is battling blizzard condi¬ 
tions, a car is waiting at a 
red light when a sniper's 
bullet takes out the driver. 
A study of the surrounding 
area proves futile because 
there are so many possi¬ 
bilities as to where the shot 
originated. 

The authorities need help, 
and the agent-in-charge 
reluctantly approachesfor- 
mer FBI agent Lucas Page, 
who retired and became 
a university professor and 
best-selling author. When 


per, actor and "Power" ex¬ 
ecutive producer Curtis "50 
Cent" Jackson said when 
asked what he wantsto ac¬ 
complish next. That inspired 
one reporter to label him 
this generation's Quincy 
Jones, the legendary musi¬ 
cian and producer. 
Jackson promptly stepped 
away from his fellow pan¬ 
elists and made a beeline 
toward the journalist. 

'That is a really big com¬ 
pliment. Take a picture of 
me and her," a delighted 
Jackson commanded a 
photographer. "I've heard 
a lot of thingsa bout myself. 
I've never heard 'the new 
Quincy J ones' That was a 


Page worked for the FBI, 
he wasin a tragic accident 
that almost killed him. He 
left and rebuilt his life. Now 
he wants nothing to do 
with his former profession. 
His skill set is essentia I for this 
case, since he can read 
a crime scene and see 
the geometric trajectories 
in his head, allowing him 
to quickly trace back to 
the location of the sniper. 
Though Page doesn't want 
to assist in the investigation, 
he realizes that he has no 
choice when he learns the 
victim was his former part¬ 
ner. The victims begin to 
pile up, and each time the 
person is killed by a seem- 


good one." 

Courtney Kemp, "Power" 
creator and executive pro¬ 
ducer, couldn't resist teas¬ 
ing J ackson. 

'That's great. We'll see how 
Quincy Jones feels about 
it,"she said, smiling. 

GETTING SERIOUS 
Most outlets were willing 
to put their programming 
chiefs in front of reporters 

— NBC was an exception 

— and they did their best 
to stick to touting past suc¬ 
cesses and next season's 
hoped-for hits. But they 
were pressed on substan¬ 
tive off-screen issues as 
well, including misconduct 
claims that loom especially 


ingly impossible shot. It ap¬ 
pears that this elusive killer 
is targeting law enforce¬ 
ment and has better shoot¬ 
ing skills than the best that 
the military has to offer. 
Page will have to dig deep 
to outwit a ruthless villain 
who has no qualms about 
eliminating any threat. 

Pobi has written a com¬ 
pelling and baffling thriller 
that usesthe New York City 
landscape to invoke fear 
and terror. The story of Lu- 
casPage would be enough 
forany great novel, but the 
exceptional crime element 
adds to the story. Readers 
will want to follow more ad¬ 
ventures featuring PageO 


large in the #MeToo era. 
Executives' responses fell 
within carefully scripted 
boundaries but proved re¬ 
vealing nonetheless. 

Asked about sexual mis¬ 
conduct and racism al¬ 
legations leveled by 'The 
Rookie" co-star Afton Wil¬ 
liams at crew members , 
ABC Entertainment Presi¬ 
dent Karey Burke said the 
network was withholding 
judgment until a third-party 
investigator, retained by 
series producer Entertain¬ 
ment One, had completed 
its work. 

Could waiting for the find¬ 
ings allow potential prob¬ 
lems on other shows to go 
unchecked? Burke's an¬ 
swer was to reiterate that 
ABC doesn't produce 'The 
Rookie," and to highlight a 
safeguard apparently al¬ 
ready in place when the 
misconduct alleged by Wil¬ 
liamson occurred. 

'We have an HR partner 
that is available to every 
one of our shows, and I 
would hope that if there 
were any ongoing situa¬ 
tions that someone on that 
set would feel comfortable 
going to the HR partner on 
that show," she said. 

CBS executives were asked 
about their renewal of "Bull" 
despite actress Eliza Dusku's 
claim that she was openly 
harassed by star Michael 
Weatherly on the set and 
then fired by executive 
producer Glenn Gordon 
Caron aftercomplaining.Q 



This cover image released by 
Minotaur shows 'City of Win¬ 
dows," a novel by Robert Ftobi. 

Associated Press 


'C Hy of Windows' iscompelling and baffling thriller 
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Venezuela's vanishing ted bird getsa coffee pick-me-up 



In this Oct. 24, 2018 photo, a Venezuelan male red siskin takes flight in Vargas, Venezuela. 

Associated Press 


By FAHOLA SANCHEZ 
Associated Press 
CARAYACA, Venezuela 
(AP) — Images of a tiny 
red bird that barely fills the 
palm of one's hand appear 
everywhere in Venezuela 
— printed on money, la¬ 
bels of craft beer bottles 
and the cover of children's 
school books 

But the finch-like red siskin 
is vanishing from the wild 
at an alarming rate, falling 
prey to a century of shrink¬ 
ing forests and poachers 
cashing in on their brilliant 
red feathers, prized around 
the world by breeders of 
exotic birds. 

That threat has brought 
together an international 
team including scientists 
from the Smithsonian Insti¬ 
tution in Washington and 
poorcoffee fanners in Ven¬ 
ezuela's remote mountains, 
all set on rescuing it from 
extinction. The plan is to en¬ 
tice farmers to plant organ¬ 
ic coffee groves with layers 
of thick branches that are 
inviting to the endangered, 
perching songbird, which 
has lost a lot of its habitat. 
'They don't have many 
years left, unless we do 
something right now," said 
Miguel Arvelo, a veterinar¬ 
ian for the Caracas-based 
nonprofit Provita, one of 
the groups spearheading 
the effort. 

The "Carclenalito," or "Little 
Cardinal" as it is affection¬ 
ately called, holds a spe¬ 
cial place in Venezuelan 
culture, the poster child of 
some 1,400 bird species — 
from the Amazon to the 
Andes — that live in one of 
the world's most biodiverse 


landscapes. 

Once flourishing in the mil¬ 
lions, as few as 300 remain 
in the wild in Venezuela, 
although scientists say it's 
difficult to estimate their 
numbers in the politically 
turbulent and dangerous 
country. 

The Red Siskin Initiative 
launched about three 
years ago on a shoe¬ 
string budget of less than 
$100,000 from the U.S. Fish 
and Wildlife Service and 
private groups in the U.S. 
and Venezuela. 

Planting organic groves 
with thick branches revers¬ 
es a trend among fanners 
who boost bean produc¬ 
tion by thinning coffee 
groves for more sunlight, or 
cut them down altogether 
to plant vegetables that 
turn a quicker profit. 
Farmerswho meetthe proj¬ 


ect's strict standards will 
win the right to market their 
beanswith "Bird Friendly" la¬ 
bels and take advantage 
of a loophole in Venezu¬ 
elan law to set prices for 
premium products, some¬ 
times five times higher than 
price caps set by the so¬ 
cialist government. Eventu¬ 
ally they hope to export the 
coffee. 

In parallel, a red siskin 
breeding center is being 
builtata private zoo in Ven¬ 
ezuela where 200 birds are 
expected to be hatched 
next year, adding to the 25 
caged at the Smithsonian 
Institution, forming a type 
of Noah'sArkto ensure that 
the iconic species does 
not disappear. Red siskins 
from the center will be in¬ 
troduced into the coffee 
groves. 

While still in its early stages, 
backerssaycoffee initiative 
is already showing positive 
results. Some 40 fanners in 
the rugged, coastal moun¬ 
tains of Carayaca, north¬ 
west of the capital Cara¬ 
cas, have already stopped 
cutting down trees — an 
important first step to creat¬ 
ing a robust habitat. 

The tiny bird is prized for its 
fiery red plumage and jet- 
black hood on males, cov¬ 
eted by breederswho cross 
them with less colorful ca¬ 
naries to produce offspring 
of orange orred spots. 
Protection under Venezu¬ 
elan law dating back to 
the 1940s hasn't stopped 


poachers from catching it 
to sell on the international 
black market. 

Online they go for more 
than $300, and demand 
remains high in Eastern Eu¬ 
rope and Asia, scientists 
say. 

Adding to challenges, poor 
Venezuelan families often 
capture and sell the threat¬ 
ened bird to illegal traffick¬ 
ers. The profit can feed their 
children for months, said bi- 
ologistj honathan Miranda, 
a Provita researcher. 
Michael Braun, co-founder 
of the Red Siskin Initiative 
and a research scientist 
at Smithsonian's National 
Museum of Natural History, 
said Venezuela's deepen¬ 
ing crisis has also taken a 
toll. 

The oil-rich nation was for 
decades a coveted des¬ 
tination for naturalists and 


amateur birders. But re¬ 
cently a field researcher in 
a remote mountain range 
was robbed of his binocu¬ 
lars and then shot at by two 
young men on a motor¬ 
cycle, Braun said. At least 
one key member of their 
research team joined a 
growing exodus of Venezu¬ 
elans fleeing the country. 
"Every time I tell somebody 
we have an endangered 
bird project in Venezuela, 
they say, 'Oh, Venezuela? 
Good luck,"'Braun said. "It's 
a challenge." 

The red siskin's primary 
range is the Caribbean 
coastal region of Venezu¬ 
ela, and some have been 
found in neighboring areas 
ofColombia and Guyana. 
Scientists carefully conceal 
the bird's location to pro¬ 
tect them from poachers, 
but they allowed The Asso¬ 
ciated Press to photograph 
a small flock at a secret lo¬ 
cation in their natural habi¬ 
tat. 

Catching sight of them 
required arriving before 
dawn, hiding motionless 
and silently in tall grass 
thick with mosquitoes un¬ 
der pouring rain. Then, the 
sun broke through and they 
swooped in — a dozen or 
more — landing one by one 
on tangled tree branches 
overhead, preening and 
loudly singing. 

In Carayaca, Smon Then, 
a 53-year-old blue-eyed, 
blond farmer—descended 
from early German settlers 
— walks through his family's 
coffee grove surrounded 
by dozens of leafy, 5-foot- 
high shrubs nestled on a 
steep slope. □ 



This Oct 20, 2018 photo shows Bolivar bank notes decorated 
with images ofVenezuela's ted siskin bind, as part of rescue pro¬ 
gram in Caracas, Venezuela. 

Associated Ftess 



In this Oct 10, 2018 photo, agronomist Luis Anieta inspectscof- 
fee beans that aie in the germination process, to be planted 
in fields where peaches are grown in the coastal area of Ca¬ 
rayaca on the outskirts of Caracas, Venezuela. 

Associated Press 












